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NEW COMMUNITY HALL DEVELOPMENT
The construction of our new Community Hall at
Flying Fields is almost finished. We are looking
forward to opening the hall in 2022 and welcoming
new and existing hirers.
As Southam continues to grow, we are excited to
extend the services we currently offer at The Grange
Hall to Flying Fields, too.
If you’d like to register your interest to join our
Flying Fields Committee or recommend any
services, classes, or groups for the new hall, please
register your interest by emailing us at:
clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

I

n my Christmas message last year, I highlighted community action as a reason to be
cheerful (and grateful) during what was a pretty miserable time. A lot has changed
since then, but perhaps not as quickly as we had hoped.

We are starting to see community events again, including the Mop Fair and a new
monthly indoor market, we can go out and enjoy a night out and, best of all, we can pop
those support bubbles and see who we like. Many of the other restrictions we endured
through last winter have gone or been made advisory.
Covid is on the run, but it's not defeated. So please listen to the advice: don't ignore
your invitation to book a Covid jab or booster; don't throw away your face
covering; and, don't stop sanitizing.

Finally, DO enjoy the company of family, friends, and neighbours over the holidays,
and let's look forward to 2022 being just that little bit better.
In short, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS

OFFICE CLOSES AT MIDDAY THURSDAY 23 DECEMBER:
CLOSED FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER — REOPENS TUESDAY 04 JANUARY
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

MAKE A DIFFERENCE:
BECOME A COUNCILLOR

WE ARE LOOKING TO IN VITE NEW &
EXISTING VOLUNTEERS TO SUPPORT
OUR LOCAL GROUPS & SERVICES

WE HAVE TWO CASUAL VACANCIES AT
SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Southam 2000 Rotary Club
Serving the local community since 1994, we have helped
many local organisations such as NCT Southam, Myton
Hospice, & Southam Carnival, as well as helping our local
schools and residents with various competitions and
holidays.
If you would like to get involved or find out more, please
find us on Facebook, phone us on 0800 2289104, or
email: info@southam2000rotary.org.uk.
We meet weekly via Zoom or in-person and would love to
welcome new volunteers.

Volunteer Transport Scheme
We are looking for volunteer drivers and office staff to
support our Volunteer Transport Scheme, helping local
residents attend essential hospital, GP, or other medical
appointments. This is a vital service and we are always
looking for volunteers to help.
Office Staff: Whatever your availability, office staff help
organize the volunteer drivers, answering calls and
scheduling journeys (weekday mornings 10:00-12:00 at
The Grange Hall).
Drivers: Scheduled on a regular or ad-hoc basis to take
residents to their appointments. Drivers are paid expenses
for the journey and can choose their availability.
For more information,
please call 01926 814004.

Southam in Bloom
A local voluntary group
providing floral baskets,
planters, and troughs
throughout Southam,
we are supported by
Southam Town Council
and local businesses.
BUT, we desperately
need your help. If you
love our floral displays,
have enthusiasm and a desire to keep our town looking its
best, we need your help with planting and caring for our
planters. No experience needed!
We also need people to join our committee. We meet on the
second Tuesday of the month at 19:30 in Southam Sports
and Social Club.
For more information, call: Sue (01926817822) or
Tessa (01926815086).

REPRESENT & SERVE
YOUR COMMUNITY
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

CONTRIBUTE YOUR
SKILLS & EXPERIENCE

I

f you are passionate about your local community,
we need you. Councillors make a huge difference to
the quality of life of local people and how local
issues are dealt with. We need people from all
backgrounds and experiences who reflect the
communities they serve to put themselves forward for
election.
Southam Town Council currently has two vacancies.
If you would like to register your interest, please email:
deputy@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.

CLOSURE OF SOUTHAM BRANCH,
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
It is with much sadness and regret
that the five remaining active
members of the Southam Branch have
resolved at a recent meeting to close
this branch on 31st December 2021.
The branch is no longer viable with
this number and cannot meet its
leadership obligations to the RBL.
Major (Retd) Mike Gaffney, MBE, TD
President, Southam Branch

PARKING ALONG OXFORD STREET
The Town Council have received several complaints
regarding the parking of cars near the Original Factory
Shop and the hazard it causes.
The Town Council have raised this matter with Parking
Enforcement as it states in the official Highway Code
that:
“You MUST NOT stop or park on (…) a road with
double white lines, even when a broken white line is on
your side of the road, except to pick up or set down
passengers, or to load or unload goods”.

PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO BOOST LOCAL
SPECIALIST ACCESSIBLE ACCOMMODATION
HB Villages Developments (HBV), the award-winning
developer of specialist accessible accommodation, will shortly
be submitting a planning application to Stratford District
Council to deliver a new housing scheme for adults with
Learning and Physical Disabilities.
The proposal will see 20 new-build accessible apartments
built exclusively for local people living with Physical and
Learning Disabilities & Autism and will be delivered with the
support of Warwickshire County Council. The development
includes staff sleep-in facilities, a private garden and
technology-enabled care systems.
If planning permission is granted, construction could begin as early as Summer 2022. HBV have designed a scheme
which will retain the existing façade of the building, thus conserving the appearance of the historic high street. HBV has
already successfully delivered more than 50 similar schemes in England which enable people with disabilities to live
more independently and receive onsite care and support when required.
A spokesperson for HBV said:
“We are very pleased to submit this planning application for a scheme which will deliver positive outcomes for everyone
in the local community. We will continue to work closely with the adult social care team at Warwickshire County
Council, the local community and future residents and their families to maximise positive outcomes for all by creating a
development everyone will be proud of.”
For more information, please contact Pete Davies:
pete@sugarpr.co.uk | 0161 817 8050 / 07779 033 016 | www.hbvillages.co.uk

SOUTHAM BOOK FESTIVAL 2021
FLASH FICTION WINNER
Red or White by Kimberly Adams
‘I grew up as Samuel’, revealed Samantha.
As revelations go it was massive, especially on a first
date, as always conducted in the same restaurant –
her safe place.
She studied his face intently for clues. He was
unusually quiet. Where were the histrionics? The
verbal abuse? The scraping chair and hasty exit that
was the norm?
He put down the menu and stared directly into her
eyes.
‘I have only one question for you Samantha - red
wine or white?’
Sam immediately relaxed, feeling the tension easing
away.
‘Both’, she said smiling, ‘let’s have both.’

In our April edition there was an article
about dogs needing to be kept on leads in the
recreation ground. We should have made
clear that the CCTV at the rec is aimed principally at anti-social behaviour as a whole,
not dog owners specifically. We apologise for
any distress that the article may have
caused.

Useful Numbers
Stratford District Council
01789 267575
Warwickshire County Council
01926 410410

Samaritans: If you need someone to talk to, we listen. Call 116 123 for
FREE or email jo@samaritans.org.
Crisis Text Line: Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor.
Free 24/7 support at your fingertips.
National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247.

Southam Town Council

 southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

Mayor: Cllr Graham Foster

 clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

Town Clerk: Mrs D Carro

 01926814004

AVAILABLE

IN LARGE
PRINT

