Southam Town Council
Newsletter
RETIRING MAYOR’S REPORT

NEW TOWN MAYOR ELECTED

Being my second time as mayor, I was tempted to use
my previous annual address so I didn’t have to write a
new one, but looking through it, a lot has changed in
Southam in 2 years. My previous address spoke of a
new library to be built and potential redevelopment of
the town; this year we have seen the completion of
both, and I have been very pleased to see the positive
impact each has had on the town centre.

At the meeting on 12th May 2016, Cllr Mike
Brooks was unanimously elected to serve as
Southam Town Mayor. He will be supported
by his wife Hilary as his Mayoress. During his
year of office, the new Mayor intends to raise
funds for his charities which are Myton
Hospice and Warwickshire and
Northamptonshire Air Ambulance.

Both myself and Michelle continue to be amazed by
the generosity and commitment of the Southam people,
giving their time, effort and passion to many great
causes in and around the town.

The Mayor’s diary is managed by the Deputy Town Clerk
deputy@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

My chosen charity this year is the MS Society; having
supported this cause two years ago, I feel it is even
more appropriate that we help beat this condition that
can strike people of all ages any time. I am pleased to
announce that a cheque for £600 has been presented to
the charity.
With Southam growing all the time, it’s important that
all newcomers are welcomed into the community with
open arms and, hopefully, lifelong friendships will be
forged creating memories to contribute to this
wonderful town of ours.
It is only left for me to offer my thanks to my fellow
Councillors, my wife Michelle who has been at my
side throughout my mayoral year, and last, but certainly not least, the Office team of Debbie, Denise and
Carole who work tirelessly to keep Southam ticking.
Thanks to you all.
Jason Ward - Retiring Mayor 2015/2016
RECREATION GROUND IS LITTER FREE
Residents of Southam have been expressing their thanks
to the Town Council and its litter picking contractor. One
resident wrote
‘Whoever is responsible for maintaining the Rec.

must be congratulated for their efforts. I really was
amazed, but also delighted to see a completely
pristine playing area and green space. It really
looked wonderful. I would appreciate it if these
comments could be passed to those responsible’
The recreation ground is litter picked and inspected 365
mornings of the year when most of us are still asleep.
To help keep our parks clean and safe please
keep your dog on a lead and put all waste
in the bins provided.

If you wish the Mayor to attend an event, please write or email
giving brief details of the event date and time etc. We will
check the diary for the Mayor’s availability. If he is free, an
event form will be sent asking for further details of what is
required of the Mayor on the day.
The Mayor will make every effort to be able
to attend your event, giving priority to
Southam organisations. If the Mayor is unable
to attend, then the invitation will
Automatically be passed to the Deputy Mayor.
Deputy Mayor for the year 2016 /2017 is
Councillor Lee Ellard who was also elected
unanimously.

‘REACH OUT AND HELP’ BRINGS FREE ADVICE TO
SOUTHAM RESIDENTS

Citizens Advice is bringing its successful
‘Reach Out and Help’ project to
Southam. This aims to help anyone in
Southam with all sorts of problems
including:Making the most of your household budget
Cutting the cost of gas and electricity
Help claiming welfare benefits and making appeals
Dealing with changes in benefit payments
Reducing stress and worry caused by debts
Improving job prospects
Problems with housing
The team from Citizens Advice can visit you at home, and
their help and advice is free and confidential.
If you have any problems you would like help with, or you
just want to see if they can help you make the most of your
money, please contact the team now on 01789 297492 or
email districtroah@stratforduponavoncab.org.uk

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT OR BY EMAIL ON REQUEST

SOUTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
YOUR TOWN—YOUR FUTURE—YOUR SAY!
The town’s Neighbourhood Development Plan was
successfully launched on the 21st May at an open event at
the Tithe Lodge. Approximately 45 residents attended and
heard presentations by Town Councillors Oubridge, Brooks
and Foster. Almost all volunteered to assist in its
development and 20 put their names forward to form the
steering committee. Work is currently underway to formalise
the organisational structure of the team and it`s hoped the
first steering committee meeting will be held at the end of
June at a location to be advised.
Neighbourhood planning is about drafting visions and
policies covering future development on a wide range of
aspects for the next 15 years; it describes in detail what the
population needs in terms of investment and resources, and
what it feels it is important to protect; this may not be what
outside agencies think we need. The final act of the process
involves a town referendum which, if the vote is in favour
results, in an adopted plan which has legal status.
Most noticeable and a little disappointing is the lack of volunteers and respondents to the
consultation questionnaire in the age range 16-34 years. More work will be done by the team to
reach out directly to students in particular. It`s important to get a balanced view that involves all
age groups and community organisations; it`s not too late to register your interest, you can do
so by contacting any of the councillors mentioned, the Town Clerk or Deputy.
Further progress updates will be communicated via this newsletter and other media methods as
the plan evolves, and even if you feel you can`t get directly involved please keep abreast of
what is happening. The final document will represent a definitive statement that reflects the
views of the population as a whole and will affect all of us.
We have been granted the opportunity by the government to have a major say in how our town
should develop in the future, it would be remiss of us to waste it!
Councillor Mike Brooks
Town Mayor

TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES
Council Surgeries take place in the Southam Library
on the second Saturday of each month
The next surgery will be held on
SATURDAY 9th July 2016
10am to 12noon

Councillors are happy to help and advise you or
point you in the direction of the best person to help.
No appointment is necessary just call in and say
‘hello’. If the matter you wish to discuss is
confidential, then a private room may be available.
Why not make a morning of it. Support local
businesses, shop and relax with a coffee in the town
centre.

MORE PATHS BLOCKED BY PARKED CARS
AND SHRUBS
Southam Town Council continues to receive
numerous complaints about the obstructions of
footpaths.
Users of mobility scooters and the blind face
severe difficulties in negotiating these
obstructions and often it is impossible for them to
find an alternative route.
PLEASE PARK CONSIDERATELY, LEAVE
SUFFICIENT SPACE FOR MOBILITY
SCOOTERS TO PASS. CUT SHRUBS AND
TREES BACK TO YOUR BOUNDARY TO
AVOID OBSTRUCTION OF THE FOOTPATH.
Planning applications are available to view at the Town
Council office at the Grange Hall between 9am and
1pm

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE OF DATE OF COMMENCEMENT OF THE PERIOD FOR
THE EXERCISE OF ELECTORS RIGHTS
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2016
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015 No 234)
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
1

Date of announcement 23rd June 2016

2

Section 26 and 27 of the Local Audit and Accountability
Act 2014 provide for:
Any person interested has the opportunity to inspect and make
copies of the Annual Return and all books, deeds, contracts,
bills, vouchers and receipts etc. relating to them. For the year
ending 31 March 2016 these documents will be available on
reasonable notice on application to the person in paragraph 3
below.
Local Government Electors and their representatives have rights
to:
Question the auditor about the accounts: and
Object to the accounts or any item in them. Written notice of an
objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.
The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 5
below for this purpose.
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Person to whom you can apply to inspect the accounts
Mrs Debbie Carro
Responsible Financial Officer
Town Council Offices
The Grange Hall
Coventry Road
Southam
CV47 1QA
clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk
Between the hours of 9.00 am and 1.00pm – Monday to Friday
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Any rights of inspection, objection and questioning of the
auditor may only be exercised within a single period of 30
working days

Commencing on 27th June 2016 and ending on 5th August 2016
5

Your appointed auditor is
Mark Heap
Grant Thornton UK LLP
4th Floor
Royal Liver Building
Liverpool
L3 1PS
Tel: 0151 224 7200

Mrs Debbie Carro
Responsible Financial Officer

For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the special powers of
auditors, copies of the publication Council Accounts-a Guide to Your Rights are
available from the National Audit Office website.

SAVE A LIFE: GIVE
BLOOD!
Blood Donor sessions
will take place at the
Grange Hall in the afternoon and
evening of 4th August, 3rd
November and 1st December
2016

BULKY WASTE COLLECTION

Stratford District Council offers
a bulky waste collection
service for household items.
1 to 3 items for £37
For details of other charges
and what can be collected ring
01789 260616 email
streetscene@stratford-dc.gov.uk

HELP LOCAL BUSINESS— BE LOCAL BUY LOCAL There are real

benefits to the community when you buy local. We need your support
to boost our economy and protect jobs and services .

MARKET HILL STEPS — UPDATE!
Southam Town Council continues to press
Warwickshire Country Council for
information on when repairs will be made to
the steps on Market Hill.
The latest information received is that the job
has been put out to tender for the second time
as the first round of tenders did not produce a
suitable contractor.
SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL’S
UNAUDITED ANNUAL
RETURN IS AVAILABLE TO
VIEW ON THE POLICIES
AND FINANCE PAGE OF
THE TOWN COUNCIL
WEBSITE
www.southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

PLEASE BE
RESPECTFUL AND
KEEP YOUR DOG
ON A LEAD WHEN
USING THE
PUBLIC RIGHT OF
WAY THROUGH ST JAMES
CHURCHYARD.
SOUTHAM GRASSCUTTING - THE
LONG AND THE SHORT OF IT!
Grass verges are, with a few minor
exceptions, owned by Warwickshire
County Council but managed under
contract by Stratford District Council. The
land surrounding the Grange Hall is
owned and managed by Stratford District
Council. These areas are cut 9 times a
season. Any comments on these areas
should be made to Stratford District
Council 01789 267575 or to your elected
representatives Councillors T Bromwich
07879670599 or A Crump
07899904189.
Parks and play areas in Southam are
owned by, and are the responsibility of,
Southam Town Council. Although not
owned by the Town Council, St James
Churchyard is also cut on the same
regime by the Town Council contractor;
all are cut 16 times per season. Any
comments on these areas should be
made to Southam Town Council on
01926 814004.
Housing association public open areas
are operated and maintained by the
relevant Housing Association. Please
contact them for more information.
Land in front of Electricity Substations is
owned and managed by Western Power
Distribution.

GRANGE HALL HIRE

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All Your
Celebrations
Family Functions
Meetings & Workshops
Licensed Bar!

Meetings take place in the Grange Hall,
Coventry Road Southam on the 4th Thursday of
the month and start at 7.30pm.

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SETTING UP A
NEW HOBBY CLASS OR
FITNESS SESSION?

PLEASE CALL FOR AVAILABILITY
Competitive Rates

28th July 2016
Summer Recess
22nd September 2016
27th October 2016
24th November 2016
Winter Recess
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME
TO ATTEND AND MAY MAKE
REPRESENTATION TO THE COUNCIL AT
THE START OF THE MEETING.

Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on

01926 813933

carole@thegrangehall.co.uk
www.thegrangehall.co.uk

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Cllr J Ward

Cllr A Crump

Cllr P Jenkins

Cllr M Panton

Cllr G Barratt

Vacancy

Cllr M Brooks

Cllr M Connor

Cllr S Exton

Cllr G Oubridge

Cllr K Geddes

Cllr M Gaffney MBE

Cllr G Foster

Cllr L Ellard

CONTACT DETAILS

Cllr Jason Ward

Browns Bridge Ward

07887 863257

wajas3@aol.cm

Cllr Andy Crump

01926 815745

andycrump@btinternet.com

Cllr Gareth Oubridge

01926 817505

gareth9dylan@outlook.com

Cllr Stephen Exton

07794 134635

stephenexton@hotmail.co.uk

07449 968648

mattron75@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr Lee Ellard

01926 814444

atticaballoons@gmail.com

Cllr Gerry Barratt

01926 814106

gerry.barratt@btinternet.com

Cllr Mike Brooks-Mayor

01926 811297

mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk

Cllr Graham Foster

01926 812813

grahamfoster6@btinternet.com

07711 358040

mark.connors@btinternet.com

01926 814004

mike@mandggaffney.plus.com

01926 814004

clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

Cllr Patrick Jenkins

07852 953211

patrick.jenkins97@gmail.com

Cllr Katherine Geddes

07787 293945

cllrgeddes@gmail.com

Cllr Matt Panton

Mill Hill Ward

Cllr Mark Connors

Merestone Ward

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD
Vacancy

Southam Fields Ward

MAYOR: Councillor Mike Brooks

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812813

