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MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

  Time is marching on and Christmas is already upon 
  us again, though in the past few years it feels to me 
  that time has taken up jogging!   

I’d like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all your 
Town Councillors and council staff, to wish you all a 
very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous 
New Year. 

Cllr Mike Brooks 

  
PERMISSION GRANTED FOR TITHE PLACE RAMP 
 
Following representation from the Town Council and from         
residents, Stratford District Council has given permission for the 
provision of an accessible pedestrian ramp, retaining wall and 
handrails to the entrance to Tithe Lodge and the library from High 
Street.  
 
Conditions have been imposed to protect the trees that are to   
remain and to provide for the replacement of any that may need to 
be removed. 

REBURIAL OF MILLENNIUM TIMECAPSULE  
 

Left to right Cllr M Brooks, D Carro, V Steele,       
D McCann, B Whitehead T Sadler, S Weston 

 
SOUTHAM UNITED CHARITIES - HELPING THOSE OF US IN URGENT NEED 
 
There is an organisation that has for hundreds of years been assisting residents of the parish. Southam  
United Charities (SUC) was started in Elizabethan times by local land owners with Manorial Rights to alleviate 
poverty. Over the years several other smaller charities and bequests have been made and have now been 
joined together by the Charity Commissioners to form Southam United Charities. SUC is now a registered 
charity and owns a portfolio of property and investments that yields enough income to help people of our  
parish in urgent need when there is no other source of assistance available to them. 
 
In these straightened times many families just about manage to keep going financially but when something 
unexpected happens it can derail the domestic budget – even to the extent that it can be a struggle to put  
decent food on the table.   
 
Christmas can be an especially difficult time and everyone can help by being on the lookout. If you know 
someone who you think may be in acute distress or in desperate need of help then let us know (contact details 
below). SUC does not give out cash but can help with food bills or other emergency payments. The work of 
SUC is strictly confidential and, it must be stressed, the trustees can only make “one off” payments and cannot 
provide regular income. 
 
Another objective of SUC is to benefit generally the inhabitants of Southam and so it makes a limited number 
of education grants each year. Contact SUC directly or go to STC website for an application form. 
  
http://www.southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk/pdfs/suc-grant-appform-2014.pdf  
 
 
The contact to write to if you think there is a family or individual who may need help is: John Rouse, Clerk to 
Southam United Charities, Olympus House, Olympus Avenue, Leamington Spa CV34 6BF.  
 
              Trustee Mr Len Gale 

http://www.southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk/pdfs/suc-grant-appform-2014.pdf


       
VOLUNTEERS  
WANTED TO 
KEEP  
OUR  
COUNTRYSIDE  
ACCESSIBLE 
 
Warwickshire County Council no longer has an  
Adequate budget to maintain rights of way across the  
county.  With support from Warwickshire County  
Council, the Town Council is seeking volunteers in order 
to set up a group to help to maintain the ‘Rights of  Way’ 
around Southam. So if you enjoy walking the lovely 
countryside in Southam, why not get involved? 

 
Do you enjoy walking? 
Fed up with overgrown stiles & gates? 
Can’t see signposts or waymarks? 
Do you tend to use the same footpath  
regularly? 
Why not help us to look after it? 
 
If you are interested in  becoming a volunteer and 
want to find out more, Southam Town Council would 
love to hear from you! 
 

Southam Town Council 
The Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam  

Warwickshire CV47 1QA 
Telephone 01926 814004  

Email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk 
Website: www.southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk 

 
OPEN SPACES WHICH SOUTHAM TOWN  
COUNCIL OWNS OR MAINTAINS 
 
In the last newsletter we said that the Town Council 
has responsibility for certain open spaces. Well, we 
thought it might be helpful to give you a list so here it is! 
 
 Park Lane Recreation Ground 

 Tollgate Road Recreation Ground (land owned by 
WCC and leased to the Town Council) 

 Sycamore Grove Open Space 

 Merestone Park 

 The Furrows under 8 Play Facility 

 Riverside Walk (adjacent to Welsh Road East) 

 Shepherds Hill Play Area 

 Hodnell Drive Play Area 

 Priors Meadow Play Area and Open Space 

 Stowe Drive Open Space 

 Mayfield Road Play Area (land owned by Orbit Heart 
of England) play equipment maintained by the STC 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972  
SECTION 137 GRANTS  
‘A local authority may, subject to the provisions of 
this section, incur expenditure which in their opinion 
is in the interests of, [and will bring direct benefit to], 
their area or any part of it or all or some of its  
inhabitants’ The Council  does not have any powers 
to give grants to individuals or businesses. 
 
Southam Town Council considers Section 137 grant 
applications twice a year in February and September. 
At its meeting in September, the Council made the  
following grants. 
 
 John Turner Festival       £  260 entertainment 
 VASA          £1000 running costs 
 Christmas Lights           £1504 LED lights & cable 
 Grange Hall         £  590 water boiler 
 Southam in Bloom        £  950 winter planting and 

            repair of planter 
 Civic Ideas Forum        £1474 printing of tourist 

            leaflets 
 
Southam Church and Community Project (The Graham  
Adams Centre) also submitted an application which was 
deferred  to a later meeting in order for further          
information to be supplied. 
 
Under the Localism Act 2011 the Neighbourhood  
Planning Group was granted £1500 for start up  
expenses. The Council also resolved to consider future 
applications from this group on an ad hoc basis. 

 
 
POLICE WARNING!!! 
 
In recent weeks, three 
vehicles in the 
Southam area have 
been stolen. 
 
On each occasion the keys had been left in 
the ignition whilst the driver had just moved a 
few yards away. Police believe vehicles are 
being targeted, followed and watched. The 
thieves are just waiting for the vehicle to be 
left unattended. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE YOUR VAN OR 
CAR WITH THE KEYS IN THE IGNITION or 
you could be next! 

 
PARISH OF SOUTHAM 

MILL HILL WARD  
      Casual Vacancy  
Notice is hereby given that, due to the resignation of 
Mr M Panton, a vacancy exists in the office of Town 
Councillor for the Parish of Southam – Mill Hill Ward. 
 
A previous statutory advertisement has given  
electors the opportunity to write to Stratford District 
Council and request an election. If ten local electors 
have done so, then an election will be held. 
 
At the time of going to press, is seems likely that the 
Town Council will fill this vacancy by co-option. If you 
wish to be considered for co-option to this vacancy, 
please write to; 
 
The Town Clerk, Southam Town Council, The 
Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA  
Email clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk  
 
giving a brief explanation of who you are and why 
you want to be a councillor. 
 
Applications to be received by 16th January 2017  



 
 
MAYOR’S BLOG 
Following the revelations in the last edition, we asked the Mayor to update us on what he’s been up to 
since then. 
 
10th September – Southam Flower and Produce Show: I had the pleasure of presenting the prizes at this 
year’s show in the main hall at the Grange Hall which was well attended and well organised. There was an  
impressive display of locally grown produce, arrangements, arts / crafts and baking so I couldn’t miss the     
opportunity to pick up lots of tips.  
6th October – Welcoming German Exchange Students: The Grange Hall hosted a reception to welcome 
about 40 German students.  I gave them a very basic briefing on the role of the Town Council and its history 
plus a little bit of information about the town itself, making sure I steered well clear of Brexit!  I wasn’t sure if I 
would be understood by the students but most of them spoke better English than I did.  
7th October – Tithe Lodge Time Capsule: I was invited to officiate at the re-burial of the original `millennium 
time capsule’, now augmented with the plans of Tithe Lodge and updated local information. The capsule has 
been recorded to be dug up and opened in the year 2100; I wonder what Southam will be like then?    
17th October – Mop Fair: I officially opened the fair. Traditionally the mayor and consort take the first 
bumper car ride. What I wasn’t told beforehand was that the first ride was also free to school pupils so I had to 
use all my M6 rush hour skills to avoid getting T-boned!  I returned at 7.30 pm to cut the first slice of the hog 
roast but all that was left of the beast by then was a bag full of bones. My apologies to the Lions for getting the 
time wrong despite my event form showing the correct time. Memo to next year’s Mayor, read instructions and 
turn up early for this one. 
 
28th October – Warwick Remembers: Commemorating 100 years since the Battle of The Somme and 95 
years of the Royal British Legion. Particularly poignant were the solo violin rendition of “Schindler’s List” and an 
appraisal of the Spitfire from 93-year-old Flight Lieutenant `Rusty` Russell Waughman, a former Lancaster 
Bomber Command Pilot. We must never forget what these heroes did to ensure we have the freedom we  
enjoy today. 
 
31st October – Warwickshire CAVA Annual General Meeting at the Sikh Gurdwara Temple: CAVA 
stands for Community and Voluntary Action and offers a range of support services and advice to small and 
emerging community groups, voluntary organisations, charities and social enterprises across Warwickshire. 
Support also includes valuable advice on how to obtain funding.  For anyone considering setting up a  
community or voluntary action group, I recommend contacting this organisation.   

 
SHAPING THE SOUTHAM OF THE FUTURE 
 
I recently watched the “Back to the Future” trilogy and in all three films there 
is a housing development undergoing various stages of construction (and 
destruction) which shows the impact of decisions that Doc and Marty make.  
What does this have to do with Southam, I hear you ask…? 
 
Rarely do opportunities come along where we can influence decisions before 
they are made – helping to develop Southam’s Neighbourhood plan is one 
such opportunity, and it’s a big one.  A group of like-minded residents have 
come together to form a steering committee to develop a Neighbourhood 
Plan that will shape Southam’s future. Once approved by local councils and 
you, The Plan will be a legal document that developers must take notice of 
when drawing up any plans for building in our local area. 
 
There is constant pressure to accept more housing across the country, not 
just in Southam.  Getting involved in producing a Neighbourhood Plan is a 
way to ensure that developments meet our needs, houses are affordable and 
people want to live in them.  And it’s not just about houses it’s also about  
protecting our community, maintaining and enhancing the environment and 
ensuring the supporting infrastructure is suitable.  
 
The Town Council is highly supportive of the committee and the production of The Plan.  In fact the council 
has awarded the committee a grant to get established and, is committed to providing future assistance; a   
government grant is also available for professional assistance when we need it.  So far, since the committee 
was formally established during the summer, we have started to analyse the responses from the recent             
consultation and are beginning to work on a ‘Vision of Southam’. 
 
What can you do?  We are always looking for volunteers to get involved in workshops, groups and discussions 
about our future. We also want to hear what you think – more information and a contact form is available on 
our website at http://www.southam-nspc.co.uk/  
 
Now, where’s my Hyperdrive?! Jonathan Swain, Chair of Southam Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 

http://www.southam-nspc.co.uk/


 
MAYOR: Councillor Mike Brooks 

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA 

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.  
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812183 

 
SOUTHAM TOWN PRECEPT/BUDGET MEETING 
 
The next Town Council Meeting will take place on  
Thursday 12th January 2017 at 7.30pm.     
The only agenda item is to set the budget for  
2017/2018.  
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO 
ATTEND. 

Cllr Jason Ward   Browns Bridge Ward 07887 863257 wajas3@aol.cm 

Cllr Andy Crump  01926 815745 andycrump@btinternet.com 

Cllr Gareth Oubridge  01926 817505 gareth9dylan@outlook.com 

Cllr Stephen Exton  07794 134635 stephenexton@hotmail.co.uk 

Vacancy– Ring for details Mill Hill Ward 01926 814000  

Cllr Lee Ellard  01926 814444 atticaballoons@gmail.com 

Cllr Gerry Barratt  01926 814106 gerrybarratt@hotmail.com 

Cllr Mike Brooks-Mayor  01926 811297 mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Cllr Graham Foster  01926 812183 grahamfoster6@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mark Connors Merestone Ward 07711 358040 mark.connors@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD  01926 811028 mike@mandggaffney.plus.com 

Cllr Kieran Toner Southam Fields Ward 07944196562 kieran.toner1@btinternet.com 

Cllr Patrick Jenkins  07852 953211 patrick.jenkins97@gmail.com 

Cllr Katherine Geddes  07787 293945 cllrgeddes@gmail.com 

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS 

 
SAVE A LIFE: GIVE BLOOD! 
 
Blood Donor sessions will take 
place at the Grange Hall in the  
afternoon and evening of: 
 
2nd March 2017,6th April 2017 
1st June 2017 

 
TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES  
 
Council Surgeries take place in the Southam  
Library on the second Saturday of each month. 
 
The next surgery will be held on  
 
SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER 2016  
 
      10am to 12noon 

 
 
   
 

GRANGE HALL HIRE 
Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on 

01926 813933   

      carole@thegrangehall.co.uk 

 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
 
The Town Council Office will close on Friday 23rd   
December 2016 at 1pm and reopen on Tuesday 
3rd January 2017 at 9am. 
 
In an emergency, please ring the office on 01926 
814004 for a message and contact details. 


