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THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT OR BY EMAIL ON REQUEST 

   
NEW TOWN MAYOR ELECTED 
 
At the Annual  
Meeting of the Town 
Council on Thursday 
11th May 2017, 
Councillor Lee Ellard 
was elected to serve 
as Town Mayor of 
Southam.  
 
During her Mayoral 
year she will raise 
funds for Acorns  
Childrens Hospice 
and the Alzheimer's  
Society 
 
Councillor Ellard is a 
well know figure in 
Southam and already works hard to improve the life 
of the town. In addition to serving on the council, 
she is a  working member of several local volunteer 
groups including Southam Christmas Lights, 
Southam First and the Grange Hall Management 
Committee. 
 
She will be supported in her Mayoral year by her  
Consort, her husband Clive. 
 
Councillor Mark Connors was elected to serve as 
Deputy Mayor and Mrs Jackie Connors will serve 
as his consort. 
 
Please send your donations to the Mayor’s 
charities to the Deputy Clerk at Southam 
Town Council. Cheques should be made  
payable to the Town Mayors Fund. 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 
IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE  
SERVICE FOR SOUTHAM RESIDENTS 
 
At the end of April, VASA closed the volunteer driver 
office in the Grange Hall. Southam Town Council and 
the volunteers have re-opened the office for Southam 
residents only. 
 
 
WHAT TO DO NOW TO BOOK A JOURNEY 
 
SOUTHAM RESIDENTS ONLY 
 
FOR FREE JOURNEYS IN JUNE AND ONWARDS  
 

RING  01926 815817 
 
PLEASE NOTE If  you live in Southam and you book 
a journey in June on the old VASA number then you 
will need to pay the driver yourself.  
 
RESIDENTS OF LOCAL VILLAGES 
 
Please continue to ring the old VASA number and your 
journeys in future will be arranged from the Stratford 
office and you will pay the driver as usual. 
 
If you know of any resident of Southam who use this 
service please tell them about the new arrangements 
and give them the new telephone number. 
 
FOR THE TIME BEING, THE WHEELCHAIR LOAN 
SERVICE WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE FROM THE 
STRATFORD OFFICE BUT IT IS HOPED TO            
REINSTATE IT IN SOUTHAM  IN THE  NEAR FUTURE. 
 

   
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED 
 
Southam volunteers and Southam Town Council 
are providing a volunteer driver service for Southam  
residents providing free transport to medical  
appointments for those who hold a bus pass. 
 
Do you have a few hours free to help?  
 
For more information, please ring the Southam 
Town Council volunteer office on 01926 815817 
and speak to one of the volunteers. 

   
CAB GRANT APPLICATION 
 
Southam Town Council has voted to continue to pay 
for the rent of a room in the library to enable the  
Citizens Advice Bureau to continue to operate in 
Southam on a Monday morning. 
 
Under its powers to provide information and advice 
under Local Government Act 1972 S142 2a, a grant of 
£1500 has been made .This is the full cost of the room 
rental. 
 
The service is by appointment only and the office is 
open on Mondays between 10am and 1pm 
 
To make an appointment ring 01789 200136 



 
HS2 CORNER 
 

As we all know, HS2 has got the final go-ahead and we promised to update residents on plans that may  
affect the area around Southam.  There are lots of rumours running around but this article is based on official 
information direct from HS2. 
 
The route of the line has been divided into three construction areas and the site of the south portal for the 
future Long Itchington Wood tunnel is on the boundary between the Northern and Central areas.  So 
Southam and Ladbroke are in Central area while the tunnel itself is in the North area.  The HS2 and  
construction organisations are split into the same areas so we will need to pay close attention to both to  
ensure we have the full picture. 
 
There is not much disruption going on at present as they are still in a design phase and that will last another 
year; the contractor has not even been officially appointed yet.  The only visible works that are going on at 
the moment are “ground investigations” (due to complete in the summer), archaeological surveys (especially 
at Lower Radbourne) and ecological surveys where protected species are to be relocated.  Later, where 
there are plans to screen the line with foliage, the planting of trees etc. may take place early in the process. 
 
Any major construction, for example the boring of that tunnel, is unlikely to start before 2019 with completion 
in the autumn of 2022.  After that it will be fitted out. 
 
In the short term, we can expect more communication events from HS2 and the council will maintain contact 
with the company, its contractors and with other parishes in the area.  
 
Watch this space for further news. 
  

 
RETIRING MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
I was delighted last year to be elected Mayor of Southam and have the chance to represent the town  
locally and in the wider community and the year seems to have flown by. When my time has allowed I`ve 
accepted as many invitations from the surrounding parishes and districts as possible; the intention being to  
promote Southam and talk about common issues. I`ve met and made friends with many dignitaries, the so 
called “chain-gang”, and conclude there is considerable interest in our neighbouring districts in Southam 
and what we have to offer. 
 
This term has seen much needed respite from the drive to build new housing thanks to the adoption of 
Stratford District Council`s Core Strategy though we are not entirely out of the woods yet. We need now 
to concentrate our efforts in getting the vital infrastructure and investment to support that growth the town 
will undergo in the next few years whilst protecting its historic presence and valued assets.  
 
Over the course of the coming term there will be new challenges to face, not least of which will be  
disruption from HS2 construction but I believe we are well placed to meet everything that comes our way. 
 
Both Hilary and I feel privileged to have been part of the numerous events held in the town during the 
year and amazed by the commitment and effort by the people of Southam who readily give of their own 
time to make it all happen. Many groups have told me that their events have seen the best attendance for 
many years and I`ve tried to reflect that in my blog column in the Council newsletter. It seems obvious to 
me the town’s community spirit is not only alive and well but growing in strength with a desire to do more 
to celebrate our lovely town. 
 
My chosen charities this year are Myton Hospice and the Warwickshire Air Ambulance and I’m pleased 
to announce the sum of £1,600 has been raised which will be split equally between the two. I`d especially 
like to thank Glen Cooper and the Better-than-Before participants who donated £250 to the fund whilst 
getting fitter in the process. 
 
It is only left for me to thank my wife Hilary who has stood by me as consort throughout, my fellow  
councillors for not giving me too rough a ride as Chairman and to the office staff, Debbie, Denise and 
Carole who have supported me, put up with my sense of humour and continue to work tirelessly to keep 
the town ticking. Thanks to you all. 
 
Mike Brooks – Retiring Mayor 2017 
 



     
COMMUNITY GROUP—SOUTHAM FIRST 
 
The recent French Market in the centre of town was a massive success and the credit for this (apart from the 
fantastic weather) goes to Southam First. We asked the chairman to share some more information about the 
group.  
 
Southam First is a voluntary group dedicated to making Southam a place people want to visit, shop and be 
entertained and where businesses can thrive. 
 
The group started in 2011 as a partnership funded originally by grant linked to theTesco development.  It has 
evolved into a group focused on organizing a variety of quality events for Southam residents to come together 
to enjoy a community occasion and to bring people into the town.  We work with local councils and CJ's 
Events to ensure events run smoothly and safely.   
 
Southam First is now funded through  
donations, grants, sponsorship and from the 
money paid by local groups and individuals 
for the hire of items from our equipment 
bank such as gazebos, chairs and giant 
games. 
 
Here are some events that are planned later 
this year: 
 

Southam Flower & Produce Show  
9th Sept at the Grange Hall 
 
Retro Revival  
(a fifties theme event with vintage  
vehicles, live music, craft market etc.) 
1st Oct, town centre 
 
Christmas Lights switch-on 
(supporting) - 26th Nov, town centre 

 
 
Next year another continental market is 
planned but only if there are some more  
volunteers to help!  There are twelve  
dedicated members of the Southam First 
Committee and six other volunteers who  
help out in the run-up to and during an 
event. 
 
We have recruited some new members this 
year but are always looking for keen 
Southam folk who want to get involved as 
'doers'.  Anyone interested please call                                                         Photographs by kind permission of Mr Tony Lorimer 

07787 293945 or email southamfirst@outlook.com 

   
YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU! 
 
Stratford Time Bank is expanding across Stratford District and we need new  
members. Time Banking works on the theory that an hour of your time is worth an 
hour of someone else’s time. This means you can offer whatever you can, be it over 
the phone, help with everyday tasks or specialist skills. Every hour you bank can be  
withdrawn to use the skills or services of others. The more members that we have in 
each area of our vast district will strengthen the community it serves.  
  
Time Banking works to bring communities together, reduce isolation and rebuild that level of neighbourhood 
support that seems to be lost these days. By only being committed to an hour at a time it allows everyone to 
take part. Students can help without losing time for studies, retired people can help without worrying about 
committing all their free time. Everyone has something they can offer and everyone has something they can 
gain. 
 
For more information contact the Time Broker on 07419 373680  

or email welcome@stratfordtimebank.org.uk  or find us on  FaceBook 

mailto:welcome@stratfordtimebank.org.uk


 
MAYOR: Councillor Lee Ellard 

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA 

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.  
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812183 

 
SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The next Town Council Meeting will take place at 
the Grange Hall on Thursday  22nd June 2017 at 
7.30pm.    
Members of the public are welcome to attend and 
may speak at the start of the meeting. 

Cllr Andrew Walster Browns Bridge Ward 01926 817893 andrew@manchesterhousesoutham.co.uk 

Cllr Andy Crump  01926 815745 andycrump@btinternet.com 

Cllr Gareth Oubridge  01926 817505 gareth9dylan@outlook.com 

Cllr Stephen Exton  07794 134635 Stephen Exton@hotmail.co.uk 

Cllr Wayne Baillie Mill Hill Ward 07414 699475  wayn3baillie@outlook.com 

Cllr Lee Ellard Mayor  01926 814444 atticaballoons@gmail.com 

Cllr Gerry Barratt  01926 814106 gerrybarratt@hotmail.com 

Cllr Mike Brooks  01926 811297 mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk 

Cllr Graham Foster  01926 812183 grahamfoster6@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mark Connors Merestone Ward 07711 358040 mark.connors@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD  01926 811028 mike@mandggaffney.plus.com 

Cllr Kieran Toner Southam Fields Ward 07944196562 kieran.toner1@btinternet.com 

Cllr Patrick Jenkins  07852 953211 patrick.jenkins97@gmail.com 

Cllr Suzie Stone  07464 629993 suziestone318@yahoo.co.uk 

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS 

 
TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES  
 
Council Surgeries are held in the Southam  
Library on the second Saturday of each month. 
The next surgeries are on 
  
SATURDAY 10th JUNE 2017 10am to 12noon 
SATURDAY 8th JULY 2017  10am to 12 noon 
 
No appointment is necessary. If you have a query or 
a problem, just call in for a chat with the councillors, 
who will do their best to help you or to point you in 
the right direction for help. 

GRANGE HALL HIRE 
Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on 

01926 813933   

      carole@thegrangehall.co.uk 

 
TWO NEW COUNCILLORS  
CO-OPTED 
 
At its meeting in April, Southam 
Town Council  
co-opted Mrs Suzie Stone to serve 
as Town Councillor for the 
Southam Fields Ward. Councillor 
Stone is a relatively new resident 
of Southam, having moved to the 
town in August 2014 with her husband and adult 
daughter. 
 
Councillor Stone works at Warwick Hospital and is 
keen to become more involved in the Southam  
community. 
 
A new Councillor for the Browns Bridge Ward was 
also co-opted to serve on the Town Council.  
 
Councillor Andrew Walster has lived in the town 
a little over ten years. He has a young family and is 
keen to contribute to the life of the town where his 
son will attend school. He has 14 years experience 
of employment in a senior capacity at Coventry 
City Council which should stand him in good stead 
and be of benefit to Southam Town Council.  
  
Contact details for all of your town councillors can 
be found below. 

 
SUMMER STROLLERS—WALK SCHEDULE 
 
All walks on Thursdays, starting at 
7.00pm from Wood Street car park.  
All are welcome. No charge. 
 
• June 8th 2017 : Ladbroke (4 

miles) 
 
• June 22nd 2017: Stockton /Blue Lias (6 miles) 

6.30pm start 
 
• July 6th 2017 : Bascote (4 Miles) 
 
• July 20th 2017: Stockton (4Miles) 
 
• August 3rd 2017: Stoneythorpe Estate (3 miles) 
 
email : southamramblers@gmail.com 


