Southam Town Council
Newsletter
REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE
This year’s Remembrance Day Parade will start
at 10.30am on Sunday 12th November 2017
from

THE BOWLING GREEN CAR PARK
on Coventry Street.

PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT WOOD
STREET CAR PARK AND AT THE
GRANGE HALL.
Coventry Street, from the end of Meadow
Road, High Street to the junction of Market Hill
and Park Lane to the Church will be closed to
traffic from 10.10am to 10.40am
to allow the parade to take place.
Following the service, Park Lane
from the Church to the junction
of Market Hill will be closed from
11.30am to 12 noon to permit
safe egress from the Church.

ROAD & WOOD STREET CAR PARK CLOSURES
As in previous years, Coventry Street, High Street and
Market Hill will be closed on the occasion of the Mop Fair
on Monday 16th October 2017 from 9.30am to12
midnight. During the time of the road closure, vehicular
access will not be allowed to premises except for
emergencies.

PARKED VEHICLES MUST BE REMOVED
FROM THE CLOSED ROADS BY 9.30am ON
MONDAY 16th OCTOBER.
IN THE PAST IT HAS BEEN NECESSARY TO HAVE
VEHICLES TOWED AWAY. PLEASE DO NOT LET THAT HAPPEN
TO YOU. ADDITIONAL PARKING IS AVAILABLE AT THE
GRANGE HALL.
BUSES WILL PICK UP OUTSIDE THE FACTORY SHOP.

The roads will be closed at the following points
•
•

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL
VOLUNTEER TRANSPORT
SCHEME
If you live in Southam, and you need to
book a volunteer driver for a journey to a
medical appointment please ring

01926 815817
Monday to Friday
10am to 12 noon

All our drivers are DBS checked and fully insured.

If you have a bus pass, the journey will be
FREE and Southam Town Council will
pay the drivers’ expenses; if you do not
have a bus pass, then a mileage charge
of 45p per mile will apply. This service is
for Southam residents only.
If you ring any other number you will be
charged 45p per mile for your journey!

•
•
•

The bottom of Market Hill to allow free
movement to traffic from Warwick Road and Oxford
Street
Outside the Bowling Green car park to give
access to Heather Close and Meadow Road
Daventry Street junction with High Street
Pendicke Street, Bull Street and Craven Lane will
only be accessible from Daventry Street
No access to Market Hill from Park Lane

Stratford District Council has permitted the Mop Fair to use
the Wood Street car park from Sunday lunchtime.
PLEASE ENSURE YOUR VEHICLE IS MOVED FROM
WOOD STREET CAR PARK BY 12 NOON ON SUNDAY
15TH OCTOBER 2017

MOP FAIR OPENING
The Mayor, Councillor Lee
Ellard, will open the Mop
Fair at 3.30pm on Monday
16th October 2017.
FREE rides for all children
for the first half an hour.

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT OR BY EMAIL ON REQUEST

SOUTHAM CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
In the last newsletter there was an article about Southam First in which we mentioned that they supported last
year’s Victorian Market and Christmas Lights Switch-On day. Now, well into autumn, is the time to publicise
the driving force behind Southam’s annual Christmas lighting display and the switch-on event.
The Southam Christmas Lights Association (SCLA) was formed in 2000 to take responsibility for our annual
lights display and has developed it to the point where it has become a spectacle we look forward to every
year.
The display doesn’t come cheap – the overall cost is about £10,000 per year. This has to cover the
installation, the electricity, new bulbs, renewal of hardware, the entertainments for the switch-on and the
eventual removal in January. The Town Council makes a contribution to help convert to lower energy LED
bulbs and more durable cabling to keep costs down but SCLA still has to do a lot of fundraising.

Switching the lights on in 2016

Photograph courtesy of Tony Lorimer

The 12 members of the Christmas Lights Association run a number of events throughout the year including an
Easter egg raffle and a quiz night. Coming up is a Halloween party on 28th October and Balti Night on 27th
November. SCLA has also persuaded Tesco to include Southam Christmas Lights as one of the boxes you
get to put the little green charity tokens in. SCLA members will also be out and about in the town with
collecting tins so please remember the lovely display we want to keep having every Christmas and give what
you can.
The committee is very busy and can always use new members with new ideas. More details of this and all
SCLA events can be found on the SCLA Facebook page.

CHRISTMAS MARKET and CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON
The switch-on event this year will be on Sunday 26th November
and will include a Christmas Market, fairground rides and a magical lantern parade.

For this event Market Hill, High Street & Coventry Street will be
closed from 06:00 to 21:00 starting at the Bowling Green pub and
down to the junction with Warwick Road .

KNOCK KNOCK ,WHO’S THERE? NOT SURE?
DON’T OPEN THE DOOR!

DEALING WITH ILLEGAL GYPSY & TRAVELLER
ENCAMPMENTS

Sometimes people turn up unannounced with the
intention of tricking their way into your home or
overcharging you for a job. Always be cautious when
someone you don’t know calls at your door.

There are many laws which relate to the removal of
unlawful encampments, including common law, but
the two most often used are:-



LOCK Always keep your windows and doors
locked, even when you are just
popping out briefly



STOP Ensure the back door is locked
before answering the front door so that no one
can access your house when you are
distracted



CHAIN If you do decide to open the door, put
the door bar or chain on first. Keep the chain
on when you are talking to the person on the
doorstep. When the door is closed, remove the
chain in case you need to get out quickly.



CHECK No ID? No entry! If a stranger wants to
come in and claims that they are from a utility
company, local authority or any other
organisation, always ask them for their ID.
Close the door and check the ID carefully. Call
the head office if you are still unsure, but use
the number from the directory or a recent utility
bill. Do not use the number on their card.

Bogus callers may be smartly dressed and can be
very convincing.

If in doubt, say you want to check with a family
member before committing to anything and
shut the door. If they are genuine they will
understand.
HS2 CORNER
Since the last HS2 Corner the main contractors have
been announced. For the line immediately south of the
Long Itchington Wood tunnel (£616M) the
contractor is CEK. This is a 3-way joint venture
between Carillion, Eiffage Genie Civiland Kier
Infrastructure & Overseas. For the tunnel and the line
north of it (£1.32bn) the contractor is BBV. This is also
a joint venture, this time between Balfour Beatty, VINCI
Construction Grands Projets, VINCI Construction UK
and VINCI Construction Terrassement. VINCI and
Eiffage are French owned companies.
The contracts include 16 months to finalise plans and
costs. Among other obligations are that
contractors participate with HS2 and local authorities in
community forums to present and discuss
construction issues and upcoming works. With
planning still in progress, this kind of forum is not
expected in the near future.
More information has been given by HS2 regarding the
£40M available for grants for community projects to
ameliorate the effects of HS2 construction. The £40M is
for the whole route and for the duration of the project up
to the end of the first operating year (2027). The
amount allocated to the central “shire” area (Staffs,
Warks, Bucks, Northants, Oxon and Herts) over this
period is £15M.

A possession order under Part 55 of the Civil
Procedures rules can be obtained by both local
authorities and private landowners who require the
removal of trespassers from property including land.
The claim must be issued in a County Court which
has jurisdiction over the affected land or property. A
claim can be issued in the High Court in exceptional
circumstances when there is a risk of public
disturbance and harm to persons or property that
requires immediate determination. The ordinary
possession order may be used regardless of the type
of squatter or trespasser.
Section 61 and 62 of the Police and Criminal Justice
Act also give police discretionary powers to direct
trespassers to leave the land and remove any
property or vehicles they have with them. This power
applies when the senior police officer reasonably
believes that two or more people are trespassing on
the land with the purpose of residing there, that the
occupier has taken reasonable steps to ask them to
leave and any of the following apply:
•
•

•

that any of the trespassers have caused
damage to the land
that any of the trespassers have used threatening,
abusive or insulting words or behaviour towards,
the occupier, a member of the occupiers family or
an employee or agent of the occupier; or
that the trespassers have between them six or
more vehicles on the land.

Failure to comply with the direction by leaving the
land as soon as reasonably practicable is an offence.
Similarly, it is an offence for a trespasser who has left
the land in compliance with an order to re-enter it as
a trespasser within three months of the direction
being given. This is a discretionary power, is not used
automatically and then only when the senior police
officer considers its use to be proportionate.
The Southam incident was initially dealt with by the
Stowe Valley Academy Trust obtaining a County
Court order. However, before the notice period,
subsequent anti social behaviour and disorder led the
police to believe it was proportionate to use their
powers under section 61 and the travellers were
removed.
It is worth noting that gypsies and travellers monitor
and use social media. Many of the posts regarding
this encampment were inflammatory, did little to
assist those tasked with dealing with the matter to
achieve a peaceful solution, and, may even have
made their job more difficult.
SAVE A LIFE: GIVE BLOOD!

The next Blood Donor sessions will be
at the Grange Hall in the afternoon and
evening of 5th October 2017 and
30th November 2017

GRANGE HALL HIRE
Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on

01926 813933

carole@thegrangehall.co.uk
TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES
Council Surgeries are held in the Southam
Library on the second Saturday of each month.
The next surgeries will take place on

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
The next Town Council Meeting will take place at
the Grange Hall on Thursday 26th October 2017
at 7.30pm.
Members of the public are welcome to attend and
may speak at the start of the meeting.

NEW COUNCILLOR CO-OPTED

SATURDAY 14th OCTOBER 2017
SATURDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2017

At the July meeting, Mr Karl
Mullen was co-opted to serve as
Town Councillor for the Mill Hill
Ward.

Councillors are available from 10am to 12 noon.
No appointment is necessary. If you have a query or a
problem, just call in for a chat with the councillors, who
will do their best to help you or to point you in the right
direction for help.

Councillor Mullen said ‘I moved
to Southam with my family just
over four years ago and am keen
to represent the best interests of
Southam and it’s people.’
A second vacancy is to be filled by co-option at the
September meeting, which takes place after this
newsletter has gone to press.

WRCC has run a community oil buying syndicate since
October 2012.Together we’ve ordered nearly 3.5 million
litres and saved £179,000 on behalf of members.
Now from 2nd September 2017 there’s even more of an
incentive to join with the introduction of our new FREE
WRCC Energy membership scheme.
Customers can still order monthly and the more people
who join, the more savings we can
negotiate as a syndicate.

For further details please phone 01789 472619

SAVE THE DATE!
At the time of going to print, the Town Mayor,
Councillor Lee Ellard is in the early stages of
planning a Civic Event to raise funds for her
charities Acorn Children’s Hospice and the
Alzheimer's Society.
It will take place on Saturday 18th November 2017
from 2pm to 4pm at the Grange Hall Southam.
There will be entertainment, a glass of bubbly and
delicious cake. Please look out for details and
tickets closer to the date. All will be welcome.

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS

Cllr Andrew Walster

Browns Bridge Ward

01926 817893

andrew@manchesterhousesoutham.co.uk

Cllr Andy Crump

01926 815745

andycrump@btinternet.com

Cllr Gareth Oubridge

01926 817505

gareth9dylan@outlook.com

07717 837382

karlmullen74@gmail.com

Cllr Lee Ellard Mayor

01926 814444

atticaballoons@gmail.com

Cllr Gerry Barratt

01926 814106

gerrybarratt@hotmail.com

Cllr Mike Brooks

01926 811297

mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk

Cllr Graham Foster

01926 812183

grahamfoster6@btinternet.com

07711 358040

mark.connors@btinternet.com

01926 811028

mike@mandggaffney.plus.com

07944196562

kieran.toner1@btinternet.com

Cllr Patrick Jenkins

07852 953211

patrick.jenkins97@gmail.com

Cllr Suzie Stone

07464 629993

suziestone318@yahoo.co.uk

Cllr Vacancy
Cllr Karl Mullen

Mill Hill Ward

Cllr Mark Connors

Merestone Ward

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD
Cllr Kieran Toner

Southam Fields Ward

MAYOR: Councillor Lee Ellard

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812183

