Southam Town Council
Newsletter
MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
To Everyone on this really sunny November
morning I am now into my seventh month of being
Mayor of Southam and what a learning curve it has
been!
Being Mayor gets you invited to so many different
events and occasions. The local ones are really
nice because you feel relaxed and at home and
knowing so many people you realise how many
friendly faces there are.
These events have all been very good but I did
enjoy, the Carnival with the big yellow JCB,
Southam Open Gardens, there are some really
beautiful hidden gems in Southam, and opening the
Mop Fair where I was presented with a beautiful
bunch of flowers designed by a local florist.
I am now looking forward to the Christmas Lights
Switch On, being part of the committee I know,
weather permitting, will be bigger and better than
last year, look out for the programme. There is still
a lot more to come in the next few months but if it is
as good as what has gone before, it will be brilliant.
Southam will have a lot happening in the coming
years with all the new housing and HS2 but it will be
business as usual and we will all take in it our
stride.
Can I now wish all of you a really Happy Christmas
and a New Year to look forward to.
Best Wishes
Lee Ellard

A Wintry Scene outside the Craven Arms in the early 19th
Century. The picture was painted to raise funds for the
Southam Heritage Collection (c) Pam McConnell 2017

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
It's been a while since we last updated you with news of
Southam's Neighbourhood Plan. The group has been
around over a year now and has been working hard to
develop our town's plan, with all the inputs from you.
Firstly, a big “thank you” to all those who have taken the
time to contribute to our consultations including the recent
Housing Needs survey. This information is vital when
developing visions for Southam over the next 15 years
and in drafting the development policies that realise those
visions.

Southam Town Council has recently been learning
about the problems of everyday living for those
burdened with some kind of dementia. With our
population set to increase and also age, the
likelihood is that more and more people will be
facing these difficulties.

Our Open Day on 16th September exhibited what we have
done so far and enabled residents to give feedback on
surveys and showed some previews of potential visions.
These visions encompass four main themes - Housing,
Infrastructure, Community and Environment which we
know are important to us in our town. The event's
displays are available on the Neighbourhood Plan web
site www.southam-npsc.co.uk/ if you missed it. Feel free
to get in touch with us to let us know what you think.

As a result of this, the Council and
officers have resolved as
individuals to become Dementia
Friends and work towards
Southam becoming a dementia
friendly community. Look out for
more information on this in the
coming months.

All Neighbourhood Plans takes two to three years to
complete because it is a technical process that must be
carried out in a democratic way. The Steering Committee
is just coming to terms with this and is grateful for
everyone’s patience; with new housing developments
already in progress it may seem not quick enough.
However, getting it right and making sure we truly deliver
what the town wants and needs for the next 15 years is a
job worth doing and worth doing well.
Jonathan Swain

MAKING SOUTHAM MORE DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
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THE GRANGE PLAYERS PANTOMIME

SMILE YOU’RE ON CCTV!

The Grange Players are a small group using drama to
develop confidence and interpersonal skills in young
people. Meeting every Tuesday evening in the Grange
Hall, there are two sessions: one starting at 6:30pm for the
juniors (ages approximately 8 to 15 years) and one from
8pm for the adults (ages range from teens to 70s!).The
adult group puts on a grown-up production in the autumn
and is also an active member of the local ACT
(Association of Community Theatre).

Southam Town Council contributes £3852
per annum to the cost of 24 hour, seven
day a week, monitoring of the CCTV
cameras in the town. Councillors who
have attended the control room to see how your money
is spent have been impressed with the clarity of the
images and with the extent of the ‘patrols’ that the
cameras are capable of carrying out.

The weekly sessions for the juniors take them through
many fun drama and movement activities but the focus of
every year is the annual pantomime, performed the first
weekend of February. For the last few years the panto has
been written, directed and cast by the adults with lots of
parts for the juniors to dress up, sing, dance, generally
show off and be funny. Everyone has to learn their lines,
know where to be, what to do and when to do it – just like
the professionals.
This year, dive into a fun family evening of pantomime
when the Grange Hall turns into a pirate adventure and
undersea palace: the Hawkins have hired a ship to search
for Treasure Island but, little do they know, their newly
recruited crew are pirates, led by the devious Long John
Silver! Meanwhile, beneath the waves, a young mermaid,
unhappy with her life as a princess, swims to the surface
and falls instantly in love with… a pirate! This modern mix
of two well-loved stories is filled with music, fun and
humour for children and adults alike. Performances will be
2nd, 3rd and 4th February 2018.
If you or your child is interested in joining in, just pop in to
the relevant Tuesday session – there will always be a
place in the group.
Gideon Wilkins

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL
VOLUNTEER TRANSPORT
SCHEME
If you live in Southam, and you need to book a
volunteer driver for a journey to a medical
appointment please ring

01926 815817
Monday to Friday
10am to 12 noon

All drivers are DBS checked and fully insured.
If you have a bus pass the journey will be FREE
and Southam Town Council will pay the drivers’
expenses; if you do not have a bus pass, then a
mileage charge of 45p per mile will apply.
The subsidised service is for Southam
residents only but Harbury and Bishops
Itchington Parish Councils are now
contributing to the administration costs to
enable all of their residents to use the service on
payment of a mileage charge of 45p per mile.
Southam residents—If you ring any other
number you will be charged 45p per mile for
your journey!

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED PLEASE
RING 01926 815817 IF YOU CAN HELP.

Recent incidents when the cameras have been used
include:
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

CCTV spot a suspect van pull up just after midnight and 2
males exit and break into a van parked in Wood Street car
park. CCTV reported to control who dispatch a unit, police
stop the vehicle just outside of Shipston and 2 travelling
criminals from up north are in custody.
CCTV monitor a drug deal in Southam info. passed to
police intel.
CCTV monitor a possible suspect in an assault that
occurred at an address in Southam
CCTV locate MISPER in Southam - police informed and
attend
CCTV monitor Southam town centre due to an armed
robbery that occurred outside of town—one offender
CCTV spot a female assaulting a male outside the police
station - control informed one in custody
CCTV spots large fight in progress in Southam one male
serious facial injury—units attend
CCTV spots female reported missing– police attend and
confirm identity
Control requests CCTV to monitor a male in the town due
to concerns for his welfare
CCTV spots vehicle believed to be DIC– control made
aware

RING 101 TO REPORT NON URGENT INCIDENTS
THE CAMERAS ARE IN USE HELPING TO PROTECT SOUTHAM!

SOUTHAM FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 2017
This year’s annual Show took place on Saturday 9th
September at the Grange Hall and was well
supported with 166 people entering 498 items, and
many more people coming
along in the afternoon to view
the exhibits after judging.
The Show is a very family
friendly event with a cross
generational appeal. It is
organised by volunteers from
several Southam community
groups, and is supported financially by Southam
Town Council and local business sponsorship.
Anyone living in Southam or attending a Southambased group or school/nursery can take part. The
Show is not just about prize-winning vegetables; it
includes fruit, flowers, plants, baking plus many
different types of handicrafts including painting.
There is also a special section for the under-13s with
lots of classes to inspire their creativity.
The Show is about celebrating our community’s
talents with friendly competition, and next year the
event will be on Saturday 8th September. If you would
like to get involved you can find out more by visiting
our Facebook page or emailing
southamshow@outlook.com

Pam McConnell

HS2 CORNER

Your editor recently attended a public meeting in Long Itchington where HS2 Ltd presented some plans for the
construction phase. Remember Long Itchington is in the “Area North” section of the line whereas Southam is in
“Area Central”. The boundary between the two areas is the river Itchen. You may have guessed that the tunnel
that will be driven under the woods near Bascote Heath is in fact in the Northern section.
While the main works contractors are still compiling detailed plans for construction, the key elements of the plan
and timing have already been estimated by HS2. This includes the planning of HGV movements with the help of
Warwickshire County Council.
The diagram below is a bar chart representing the rough plans for the construction phase around the tunnel.

Some key moments to point out are:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Habitat creation (for great crested newts etc.) has already started
The main works construction will start spring 2019 and last about 4 years, including earthworks and the tunnel.
A lot of preparation will be required before the boring of the tunnel can start, including laying on sufficient power
and water as well as ensuring the roads needed for transporting the Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) are
suitable.
Tunnelling operations will commence spring 2020 and last about 20 months. This will be 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. Spoil from the tunnel will be transported to the Birmingham section in order to build up an embankment.
These HGVs will travel down the Fosse Way at a peak frequency of up to 600 movements per day.
The road between Offchurch and Long Itchington will be stopped up for good just before the Fosse Way around
the middle of 2021.
Welsh Road will gain a roundabout where it crosses the Fosse Way.
From 2023 the earthworks will be done and the rest will be about laying track and installing power and
signalling.

Although a lot of this information is not necessarily new (the planned traffic movements are published in the many
environmental documents to be found on the HS2 web site) a simple presentation makes it easier to anticipate the
level of impact that this construction project will have on us in Southam.
We will seek to repeat this exercise in Southam with the focus on the south bound traffic.
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

SAVE A LIFE: GIVE BLOOD!

Group activities are an important part of community life in
Southam. Would you like your community group or society to
be featured in a Council Newsletter? If so, please get in touch
with either the Town Council Office or the editor and we will do
our best to find the space to include you.
(see contact details on the back page).

The next Blood Donor sessions will be
at the Grange Hall in the afternoon and
evening of 1st February 2018, 5th April
2018 and 31st May 2018

GRANGE HALL HIRE
Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on

01926 813933

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL
PRECEPT/BUDGET SETTING MEETING
The next Town Council Meeting will take place at
the Grange Hall on Thursday 11th January 2018 at
7.30pm.

carole@thegrangehall.co.uk
TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES
Council Surgeries are held in the Southam
Library on the second Saturday of each month.
The next surgeries will take place on

SATURDAY 13th JANUARY 2018
SATURDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2018
Councillors are available from 10am to 12 noon.
No appointment is necessary. If you have a query or a
problem, just call in for a chat with the councillors, who
will do their best to help you or to point you in the right
direction for help.

GRANGE HALL TEA DANCE
Due to Christmas and high demand for the hall, the next
Tea Dance will be on Sunday February 18th 2018 from
3.30-5.30pm. Tickets £5.
Why not brighten up a
gloomy February
afternoon dancing with
a little bit of that swing
from the 1940s/1950s
(or thereabouts)?
Tea and biscuits
included in, dressing up
encouraged! See you in
a while, crocodile.
For more information contact Carole on 01926 813933

This meeting is solely for the purpose of setting the
budget for 2018/19.
Members of the public are welcome to attend and
may speak at the start of the meeting.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
SECTION 137 GRANTS
‘A local authority may, subject to the provisions of this

section, incur expenditure which in their opinion is in the
interests of, [and will bring direct benefit to], their area or
any part of it or to all or some of its inhabitants’ The Council
does not have any powers to give grants to individuals or
businesses.

Southam Town Council considers Section 137 grant
applications twice a year in February and September.
At its meeting in September, the Council made the
following grants.
John Turner Festival £150
face painting
Poetry Competition £700
printing of books etc
Southam in Bloom £630
winter planting and
replacement of wooden planters in the Peace Garden
Under the Local Government Act 1972 S2a, the
Citizens Advice Bureau was awarded £1072.84
towards the running costs of the Southam Outreach
Service. This grant was in addition to the rental of the
room grant which the council paid in February 2017
and was in recognition that this is a vital service for
many Southam residents.

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS

Cllr Andrew Walster

Browns Bridge Ward

01926 817893

andrew@manchesterhousesoutham.co.uk

Cllr Andy Crump

01926 815745

andycrump@btinternet.com

Cllr Gareth Oubridge

01926 817505

gareth9dylan@outlook.com

07717 837382

kamullen74@gmail.com

Cllr Lee Ellard (Mayor)

01926 814444

atticaballoons@gmail.com

Cllr Gerry Barratt

01926 814106

gerrybarratt@hotmail.com

Cllr Mike Brooks

01926 811297

mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk

Cllr Graham Foster

01926 812183

grahamfoster6@btinternet.com

07711 358040

mark.connors@btinternet.com

01926 811028

mike@mandggaffney.plus.com

07944196562

kieran.toner1@btinternet.com

Cllr Patrick Jenkins

07852 953211

patrick.jenkins97@gmail.com

Cllr Suzie Stone

07464 629993

suziestone318@yahoo.co.uk

Cllr Vacancy
Cllr Karl Mullen

Mill Hill Ward

Cllr Mark Connors

Merestone Ward

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD
Cllr Kieran Toner

Southam Fields Ward

MAYOR: Councillor Lee Ellard

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812183

