COMMUNITY FORUM – WHY YOU SHOULD
CARE
Did you know about the quarterly Community
Forums?
The Southam and Feldon Community Forum is one
of six in the Stratford District. It gives you an
opportunity to get together with members of
Warwickshire County Council, Stratford on Avon
District Council, local police officers and other key
organisations with the aim of working together to try
and resolve issues raised. Examples of topics are
crime, anti-social behaviour, speeding, parking etc.

One important agenda item is to consider police
priorities. In these times of reducing resources the
police need to prioritise their efforts in crime
prevention and patrols. In doing this they consult
the public, both in the Community Forums and
online.
At the March Southam and Feldon Forum the
Police gave a report on measures taken in
response to the recent spate of anti-social
behaviour in Southam and also some serious
vehicle crime in outlying villages. An important
message is that if you see anything suspicious and
want to report it, dial 101. DO NOT RELY ON
SOCIAL MEDIA; the police do not monitor it. You
can also register on the Warwickshire Police web
site for the Community Messaging Service which
provides email updates by district and by topic area.
This time the vote “in the room” on priorities put
rural crime patrols top, followed by crime prevention
and anti-social behaviour patrols.
At the same meeting there were presentations on
Neighbourhood Watch and on deterring speeding.
HS2 and its contractors also presented some
preliminary information about progress with detailed
design and construction (see “HS2 Corner”).

The next Southam and Feldon Community Forum is
planned for June at a local venue to be confirmed.
At 18:30, before the forum itself, there is always an
informal “surgery” with the local police followed by
the meeting itself at 19:00. It is important that these
events are well attended so that your voice is heard
and to ensure these forums continue. You can see
notes from previous meetings and future dates
here:
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/southamforum

DOG FOULING
In a recent survey conducted by
Stratford District Council, 65% of
Southam respondents said that
dog fouling is a very big or fairly
big problem. That’s the worst by
far of all the towns in the district.
In particular, residents in Toll
Gate Road, Coventry Road and Lilley Meadow estate
are being plagued by dogs fouling in their gardens and
even directly outside their front doors.
The Town Council recently surveyed the provision of
waste bins and found the distribution of bins in
Southam to be perfectly adequate. Remember ALL
black waste bins are designed to accept dog poo bags
as well as normal litter; you don’t have to wait until you
come across a red bin.
So there is no excuse for this type of anti-social
behaviour.
Please do not allow your dog to foul other people’s
gardens or urinate in shop or residential doorways. It
is your responsibility to keep an eye on your dog, so
you can see what it’s doing and please keep it on a
lead in the street so that you can control it.

Always clear up after your dog and, if it’s your children
taking the dog out, please ensure they know what they
must do with the mess and have enough waste bags
with them.
Failure to pick up after your dog can result in a fine
and the District Council has responsibility for
enforcement. If you have any questions, please
contact
• Environmental Health on 01789 260839
or your District Councillors
• Tony Bromwich 01926 811965
• Andy Crump 07899 904189
We love our dogs, but we also love our town; please
help keep it clean and safe.

TOWN & DISTRICT COUNCIL SURGERIES
Southam Library
Saturday 14th APRIL 2018
Saturday 12th MAY 2018
Councillors are available from 10am to 12 noon
No appointment is necessary—just call in !

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT OR BY EMAIL ON REQUEST

WHAT HAPPENED TO
COUNCIL HOUSES?

SOUTHAM FRONT GARDEN AND
CONTAINER COMPETITION

You, a member of your
family or a family you know
may be in need of
accommodation in the
Southam area. There are a
lot of houses being built
nearby but for some people
and young families it can be
a struggle to get on the
house-owning ladder and
rents can be very high. In the past, local government
owned and rented out council houses to people
according to a prioritised list. Today Housing
Associations, non-profit organisations that work in
conjunction with local government, offer lower cost
rented accommodation. This kind of accommodation
is sometimes called social housing.

This year Southam in Bloom will
again be holding the Southam Front
Garden and Container Competition.
Judging will be on Sunday15th July.
The judges will be looking at all the
front gardens and containers in
Southam, so if you have one it will
be entered in the competition - so anyone can win!

SAVE A LIFE: GIVE BLOOD!

The next Blood Donor sessions will
be at the Grange Hall in the
afternoon and evenings of
5th April 2018 and 31st May 2018
Sessions are by appointment.

So how do you get social housing?
Our district, Stratford on Avon, uses a shared housing
register called “Home Choice Plus”. If you believe you
may be eligible for social housing you should apply to
Home Choice Plus. You can do this directly on the
Home Choice Plus web site here
https://www.homechoiceplus.org.uk/. You will need
your national insurance number (s) to register and
have a local connection to be eligible. The Home
choice web site also has a lot of help and advice
about finding a home, eligibility and bidding on
available accommodation. You can also contact
Stratford District Council housing department directly
on 01789 260864.
There are plans for Southam to have up to 300 social
homes in the next few years and the more you bid for
the more likely you are to get one. Those with strong
connections to Southam are given priority over those
who don’t but one thing’s for sure: you can’t bid if you
don’t register!

HELP AVAILABLE
We recognise that there are some people in
Southam going through severe financial stress. Do
you need help buying school uniform, replacing a
broken kitchen appliance or other vital household
goods? Perhaps Southam United Charities can help.
There is funding available to assist Southam
residents. Please write, giving details and costs of
the items needed
Mary Rouse
Southam United Charities
Olympus House
Olympus Avenue
Leamington Spa
CV34 6BF
In your letter you must include your name and
address and the name and address of a referee,
such as a social worker, teacher or housing
association representative, who can verify and
support your request.

HS2 CORNER
HS2 have informed us that there are Ground
Investigation works planned from the 5th of March
until some time in April. Activities may require some
traffic management to be set up for a few days at a
time.
Work on the habitat creation site in Southam off
Kineton Road has started and should be complete
by the end of June. The site being constructed is
designed for specific protected species such as
reptiles, bats and badgers but will provide habitat for
other plants and animals too.
Over the summer the construction team will be doing
additional ground investigation works in Southam.
More details on what impact this may have will be
added when available.

In the last edition of the newsletter there was an item
about the collapse of Carillion, which happened as
we were going to press. Carillion was a member of
a Joint Venture company (JV) awarded a contract to
construct the section of the HS2 track passing
Southam up to the southern portal of the tunnel.
HS2 has since confirmed to us that the other
members of the JV (Kier and Eiffage) have picked
up Carillion’s HS2 personnel and no impact is
expected on the construction plan.
The plan itself, detailed enough to fix the final price,
will be ready by November. As part of that process,
more information about construction arrangements
will be specified. One local concern is the number of
HGV movements around Southam arising from the
digging of a big cutting to the south, due to start in
2020. The JV is attempting to minimise this by
including a temporary works access road to be built
alongside the track route.
Definitive information will be available in the autumn
and we are planning to hold an open meeting in
Southam then with HS2, the contractor JV and other
interested parties.

MAYOR’S BIRTHDAY BASH RAISES £500 FOR CHARITY
After a long hiatus, the Town Mayor this year, Councillor Lee Ellard, decided to reintroduce a civic charity
event to Southam. Such events promote Southam as a town, its people its local businesses while benefiting
the Mayor’s selected charities.
This year it was in the form of a birthday party with balloons, nibbles, cake and dancing. Mayors from
Kenilworth, Stratford and Leamington joined us in the Grange Hall as well as the Chair of Warwick District
Council and some members of Southam Town Council. In all over 60 tickets were sold.
Being in the balloon display
business (other suppliers are available),
the Mayor greeted
party-goers with some pretty and
sophisticated arrangements,
including balloons inside
balloons and a big balloon archway. All
the helium in the balloons was low grade
not suitable for hospitals and industry.
London singer Tom Powell was on hand
to croon, boogie, swing and serenade the
party throughout. Revellers aged from 7
to 70 provided plenty of movement that a
generous bystander might call dancing
but,
whatever it
was,

everyone seemed to enjoy doing it.
To finish off the evening the Mayor cut an impressive birthday cake, sourced
locally in Southam, for everyone to have a nice big slice.
Local businesses and individuals kindly donated all the prizes for the raffle and
in return were able to place their business cards on the prize display table. All
together the event raised in excess of £500 to be split between Alzheimer’s
Society and Acorns Children’s Hospice.

SOUTHAM VOLUNTEER TRANSPORT SERVICE
Many vulnerable people need to travel to hospital or other health-related appointments but for whom public
transport is unavailable, difficult to use or untimely. In the past, an organisation called Voluntary Action
Stratford on Avon (VASA) established a volunteer driver scheme and, to serve Southam and its immediate
vicinity, some council funding was set aside, and a room made available in the Grange Hall for VASA to use
as a booking office. Unfortunately, last year VASA decided to close this office, move back to Stratford and
combine with Warwick. Recognising the importance of the local service, the Town Council decided to start
its own Voluntary Transport Service.
The new Council-run service started in May 2017, staffed by the same volunteers and providing an
improved and more cost efficient service and administered directly through Southam Town Council.
In fact, the service has grown and continues to grow with five other villages joining the scheme so far and
contributing to its running costs: Bishops Itchington, Harbury and Deppers Bridge, Napton, Priors Marston
and Priors Hardwick.
Since last June, 575 journeys have been completed covering over 11,000 miles with volunteers putting in
2,500 work hours including running the booking office. A huge “thank-you” goes to the 15 volunteer drivers
and 9 office staff who continue to share the work.
But we urgently need more drivers.
If you would like to become a volunteer driver, please call the Council office on 01926 814004. Mileage
expenses are reimbursed at a rate of 45p per mile.
If you need to use this service and want to make a booking, please call the Transport Service office on its
dedicated line 01926 815817 weekdays between 10am and midday Monday to Friday.
Mike Gaffney

GRANGE HALL HIRE
Contact Carole at The Grange Hall on

01926 813933

carole@thegrangehall.co.uk

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
The next Town Council Meeting will take place at
the Grange Hall on Thursday 26th April 2018 at
7.30pm.
Members of the public are welcome to attend and
may speak at the start of the meeting.

Indoor & Outdoor

Car Boot Sale

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972
SECTION 137 GRANTS

‘A local authority may, subject to the provisions of this

section, incur expenditure which in their opinion is in the
interests of, [and will bring direct benefit to], their area or
any part of it or to all or some of its inhabitants’ The Council
does not have any powers to give grants to individuals or
businesses.

At its meeting in February, the Council made the
following grants.
Southam British Legion

£650

Southam First

£500

Southam Carnival

£1140

Southam Christmas Lights

£2220

Southam Community Mini Bus

£3000

Southam in Bloom

£3000

100th Anniversary World War One ‘Battles Over’ Weekend
Flower and Produce Show
Climbing Wall and Laser Tag Experience

No April Fools – Just Bargains !
Free Entry for Buyers
To book a table in the hall or car pitch outside,
please contact: carole@thegrangehall.co.uk or call
01926 813933 (£8 each / Set up from 8am)

Replacement Bulbs and Motifs

Contribution towards a new Mini Bus

Purchase of Plants & Watering of Civic Baskets

Southam Church & Community Project £3981
Youth Club, Holiday Activities & Homework Club

Teas, Coffees, Bacon Baps, Toast & Cake available

Two applications were deferred to a later meeting
for further information to be provided and one was
refused for non compliance with the conditions.

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS

Cllr Andrew Walster

01926 817893

andrew@manchesterhousesoutham.co.uk

Cllr Andy Crump

01926 815745

andycrump@btinternet.com

Cllr Gareth Oubridge

01926 817505

gareth9dylan@outlook.com

Cllr Andrew Jamieson

07768 501663

andrewmajamieson@gmail.com

07717 837382

kamullen74@gmail.com

Cllr Lee Ellard (Mayor)

01926 814444

atticaballoons@gmail.com

Cllr Gerry Barratt

01926 814106

gerrybarratt@hotmail.com

Cllr Mike Brooks

01926 811297

mike.brooks@mypostoffice.co.uk

Cllr Graham Foster

01926 812183

grahamfoster6@btinternet.com

07711 358040

mark.connors@btinternet.com

01926 811028

mike@mandggaffney.plus.com

Cllr Karl Mullen

Browns Bridge Ward

Mill Hill Ward

Cllr Mark Connors

Merestone Ward

Cllr Mike Gaffney MBE TD
Cllr Kieran Toner

Southam Fields Ward

07944196562

kieran.toner1@btinternet.com

Cllr Vacancy

Contact Town Clerk

01926 814004

clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk

07464 629993

suziestone318@yahoo.co.uk

Cllr Suzie Stone

MAYOR: Councillor Lee Ellard

TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro, Town Council Offices, Grange Hall, Coventry Road, Southam CV47 1QA

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk.
Editor: Councillor Graham Foster 01926 812183

