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MESSAGE FROM TOWN MAYOR LEE ELLARD
  
My Mayoral Year representing Southam has been 
amazing; I have learnt so many new things and met 
so many interesting people. For me, the role of 
Mayor is to be an ambassador to promote Southam 
and learning from other Mayors, listening to what 
their councils are achieving and how they bring 
communities together. This helps stimulate our own 
initiatives. 
 
My charities were Acorns Children’s Hospice and 
Alzheimer’s  Society and I am  to proud say that 
we raised  £2168 for these well-deserving causes.  
As a council we have had some high points this 
year and I would like to touch on a few: 
 

• We strive to protect Southam from               
opportunistic planning applications but one 
refusal went to appeal. Cllr Brooks and the 
Town Clerk spent many hours working with a 
planning consultant representing us and in the 
end the appeal was thrown out. 

• We came close to losing the invaluable      
volunteer transport service when VASA, the 
agency running it, couldn’t afford to keep a 
Southam office. The Town Council started its 
own scheme with the help of original volunteer 
drivers and phone operators. Other parishes 
are also participating. 

• When the Parenting Project lost its lease and 
the Children’s Centre was threatened with  
closure, the Town Council stepped in and now 
they have a home in the Grange Hall.  

• Our Neighbourhood Plan Working Party is  
doing a great job and working hard at bringing 
this complicated process to a conclusion.  

Every Member on this council is attached to some 
working party or outside group and a lot goes on 
behind the scenes. I personally would like to thank       
councillors for jobs they do and special thanks to 
our hard working Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk 
and Grange Hall Administrator. 

 
SOUTHAM IN BLOOM  
WE NEED YOUR HELP  
If you enjoy the floral displays in the town, as shown  
above, and can spare some time to help keep 
Southam blooming, come and join us. Our committee 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 7.30pm at the Southam Sports and Social 
Club, Southam. For further information please contact 
Tessa on 01926 815086 or Sue on 01926 817822.  
You don't need to be a gardener or have green fingers 
to join, just love the floral decoration and want it to     
continue. 
 
Southam Front Garden and Container Competition  
Judging will be on Sunday 15th July 2018  
Southam in Bloom is holding the Southam Front  
Garden and Container Competition this year. All front 
gardens in Southam and visible containers, to         
include planters, hanging baskets and window boxes, 
will be entered. 
 
The town is split into areas and the top 3 gardens and 
containers will be chosen in each area. The judges are 
not residents of Southam. 

        
 

 
Councillor Lee Ellard has been elected to serve a   
second term as Southam Mayor and Councillor Mike 
Brooks will support her as Deputy Mayor.  
Mary Black from the Alzheimer's Society  receives a 
cheque for £1084 from Town Mayor, Councillor Lee 
Ellard at the Annual Town Meeting. The Mayor’s 
daughter, Sian Ellard, was also presented with a 
cheque for £1084 for Acorns Children's Hospice 

 
 
SECTION 137 GRANT  
Southam Town Council awarded Southam First a 
grant of £1471 for Southam Retro Revival 2018 to    
provide first aid cover, children's’ crafts,              
entertainment, a market licence and events notice. 
 



 
HS2 CORNER 
 
HS2 and the main contractor for the earthworks near Southam, EK, attended a Town Council working party 
and the Southam and Feldon Community Forum to give an indication of their construction plans and likely  
impact on the town and its environs. 
 
To recap, the HS2 line is divided into sections: the Northern section runs from Birmingham down to the   
southern exit of the planned Long Itchington Wood tunnel at Bascote Heath. The Central section starts from 
there and continues down past Southam and Ladbroke. This HS2 Corner concerns the Central works closest 
to Southam. 
 
The main elements near Southam are: 

• A cutting to be dug running from approximately the river Itchen to Kineton Road, 
• A cutting to be dug running from the A423 Banbury Road to the vicinity of Ladbroke Grove Farm, 
• A new bridge for the A423 to cross the railway about 1km south of the Galanos House         

roundabout, 
• A new bridge for Kineton Road over the railway 500m south of the Leamington Road roundabout. 

The new bridges will be built to the side of the current roads then, when complete, the roads will be re-routed 
over the bridges before the main digging starts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Each cutting will involve the movement of about 1M cubic metres of earth but, unlike the tunnel, the spoil will 
be moved within the confines of the track route to minimise disruptive HGV traffic on the roads. Even so there 
will be more traffic, especially for materials and machinery, and the designated main transport route for this 
section will be from M40 Junction 11 up the A423. 
 
The timetable has the works relating to the highways starting next spring with the main excavations following 
late 2019 for the Southam cutting, then early 2020 for the start of the Ladbroke cutting and continuing on until 
spring 2022. 
 
We have arranged a walk-in event with HS2 and EK (the contractors) for Saturday 1st September from 11am 
to 3pm at the Grange Hall.  All  construction dates are yet to be confirmed but should be finalised before the 
walk-in-event in September. There is a new website where residents can obtain the latest information about 
HS2 activity in Warwickshire  This is a commercial website and not  produced by the Council  
https://hs2inwarwicks.commonplace.is/  

 
SAVE A LIFE: GIVE BLOOD!  
 
The next Blood Donor sessions 
will be at the Grange Hall in the  
afternoon and evenings of  
August 2nd 2018 
September 13th 2018 
 

 
 
SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 
The next Town Council Meeting will take place at the 
Grange Hall on Thursday 28th June 2018 at 7.30pm.   
Members of the public are welcome to attend and 
may speak at the start of the meeting. 



 
SOUTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Did you know… there isn’t one? 
 
Stratford District has more than 30 local Neighbourhood Watch groups but Southam is not one of them.   
Neighbourhood Watch is an organisation that helps discourage anti-social behaviour and prevent crime by 
bringing the community together as active, observant and caring neighbours. It is a national organisation,     
independent of the police but working closely with them. A town, village or 
neighbourhood would have a local association with a co-ordinator supported 
and guided by the regional and national organisation. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch members keep a look out for suspicious activity and 
know what to do when they see something wrong. The network of members 
together is useful for police to securely distribute requests for information on 
vehicles or people of interest or to issue warnings of local incidents or “scam
-waves”. 
 
We think Southam would benefit from (at least) one local Neighbourhood 
Watch association but it takes volunteers. In particular it needs potential     
co-ordinators to step up. The task is not onerous, but it needs doing. Local 
association meetings can be held as often or as seldom as thought          
appropriate. In addition, it would be normally be expected that the local 
Neighbourhood Watch attends the quarterly Community Forum where the police give feedback on the last 3 
months and the focus for the immediate future. 
 
Do YOU think you can be a local Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator? If so, please get in touch with the Town 
Clerk or contact Neighbourhood Watch directly. More details can be found on their web site  
 
www.ourwatch.org.uk  
 
The next Southam and Feldon Community Forum is planned for Thursday 14th June at Southam Primary 
School.  As well as the police, the agenda will include flooding and the locality manager from Warwickshire 
County Council Highways will present plans and take questions regarding our roads and paths.  Details and 
notes from previous meetings are here: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/southamforum. 
 

Remember – if you see crime or anti-social behaviour DIAL 101. Even if it is too late for the police to respond, 
the incident is recorded and helps the police spot patterns of activity that leads to better detection and helps 
them direct their resources. Facebook doesn’t do that.  

 
NEW HOME FOR SOUTHAM CHILDREN’S AND FAMILY CENTRE 
 
Children’s and Family Centres are places where children have the opportunity for development and social 
play activities and parents can get support including health advice and a chat. Southam Children’s Centre is 
being run by the Parenting Project under contract from Warwickshire County Council (WCC). 
 
Last year, in a climate of tighter budgets, WCC decided to restructure children and family support services 
resulting in the threatened closure of a number of Children’s Centres in the district. Southam’s was among 
them.  On top of this, the lease for the Children’s Centre at Arundel House was terminated, leaving the   
possibility of it being both homeless and unfunded. 
 
As a result of WCC consultation, Southam Children’s Centre was re-designated as one of three “Outreach” 
centres and has been given an eighteen-month contract extension while details of future arrangements are 
worked out. To solve its housing crisis, the Centre accepted a bid from the Grange Hall which is now its new 
home. 
 
This takes the immediate pressure off, but the threat of closure still remains. If Outreach centres such as 
Southam’s are no longer funded by County, then the Centre will be back where it was, and a new solution 
will need to be found.   
 
Meanwhile the Centre is open for business and details of its timetable can be found at  
http://parentingproject.org.uk/centres/lighthorne/. 

 
NEW COUNCILLOR CO-OPTED 
 
At its meeting in April, Southam Town 
Council co-opted Mr Michael Ray to serve 
as Town Councillor for the Southam Fields 
Ward. Councillor Ray has lived in Southam 
since 1995, is now retired and keen to    
contribute to the life of the town. 

COUNCIL SURGERIES  
 
Southam Library   
Saturday 9th June 2018 
Saturday 14th July 2018 
Councillors are available from 10am to 12 noon 
 
No appointment is necessary—just call in ! 

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.warwickshire.gov.uk%2fsouthamforum&umid=2154f0e7-a949-4561-91a3-404bf231cc26&auth=2f9ea310bbf605903d57a0c9595b8bd7bfcd7f9c-ee04e7b4ce3e6e5af399438f9fca28095ca0009a
http://parentingproject.org.uk/centres/lighthorne/
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE—LOCAL GREEN SPACES CONSULATATION 
 
On May Day bank holiday the Southam Neighbourhood Plan Working Party set up a consultation stall at the 
Lions’ fete in the Bowling Green garden. The idea was for residents to consider all the candidates for  
inclusion in the plan as “Local Green Spaces” and to vote for those they considered  the highest priority. 
 
In all there were sixteen candidates. (Of the original twenty,  
three had been ruled out after consultation with experts and 
two were combined.)   
 
Many people stopped to look at the map and chat to       
members of the Working Party staffing the stall. Votes are 
still being counted and the results will be displayed soon. 
 
This process is important to demonstrate that we have     
engagement from residents and it is not just a bunch of 
hacks throwing something together in a smoke-filled room. 
 
In this regard, we are extending this consultation online so 

you can see for yourself and have your say. The link to vote 

is https://www.southam-npsc.co.uk/local-green-spaces 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 There is another consultation planned for  
 SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER at Tithe 
 Lodge. This will contain new material on 
 which we would very much like your feed 
 back. 
 
 

WHAT IS A LOCAL GREEN SPACE? 

Local Green Spaces have a very specific 
definition in the context of a                
Neighbourhood Development Plan. They 
are areas designated for special protection 
due to having particular importance to a 
local community. 

The rules that determine whether an area 
can qualify as a Local Green Space are: 

• It has to be demonstrably special to a 
local community and hold particular  
significance e.g. for its beauty, history, 
wildlife or recreation usage 

• It must be close to the community it 
serves 

• It cannot be an extensive tract of land. 

https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com:443/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.southam%2dnpsc.co.uk%2flocal%2dgreen%2dspaces&umid=2a754a26-ab26-4665-89fe-dab2cb4af755&auth=2f9ea310bbf605903d57a0c9595b8bd7bfcd7f9c-a3a2a288b7a400ba06f67d41f26628849d2442ac

