MAYOR’S BLOG
I’ve had a busy but enjoyable few months
since my last report when I wrote about
visiting Galanos House while it was participating in the Road Worlds Seniors virtual biking
competition, a national event to find the
organisation that could go the furthest. In the
end Galanos came 1st in the UK and 6th in
the world! I was delighted to present the
participating residents with their medals and
certificates. Title defence coming next year.
In October, a pumpkin carving event, organised by Alsters Kelley, gave me the challenge
of judging the ‘best in show’, never an easy
task. All the entries were well-carved and
imaginative and I chose two winners;
congratulations to both. If you are a pumpkin
carver, get planning for a repeat next year.
On a more sombre note I was invited to lay a
wreath for the Town Council at the Flying
Fields development on Remembrance Day in
recognition of the pilots and ground crew who
used the training facility there during the last war. If you’ve not yet seen the impressive memorial erected by
Taylor Wimpey then I recommend a visit.

Flt Lt Daryll Moreton with the Town Mayor and representatives of the
Royal British Legion at the Flying Fields dedication

My fund-raising event in September, featuring the Dunchurch Brass band, raised a good total for my chosen
charities the Alzheimer`s Society and Warwickshire Air Ambulance. Neighbouring town and parish mayors
support each other’s fund-raising events and I’ve attend many recently, ranging from 60’s music nights to
fashion shows. Many mayors have chosen to support dementia research for support this year and rightly so.
2019 is nearly gone and my diary is already filling up into next year. Time seems to be flying supersonic.

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

LOGO FOR COMING YEAR

Another year ends, Southam continues to grow
apace and I take this opportunity to warmly
welcome all our new residents. Many I’ve spoken
to have told me the town’s community spirit has
been one of the main draws, and it’s true, but we
do need more volunteers to join the various groups
and organisations to continue with the calendar of
events that helps make the town the engaging and
pleasant place to live in that it is. So please read
the article in this edition and get involved if you possibly can.

Next year will be Southam Take
Part in 2020. More information
on this new initiative from the
Town Council inside.

On behalf of all your Town Councillors and staff I wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year; enjoy the season’s festivities,
the warmth of family and friends and, please, stay safe.
Cllr. Mike Brooks

ES.....UPDATES.....UPDATES…..UPDATES.....UPDATES…..UPDA
TOWN CENTRE
Those on Facebook will have noticed activity from “Lady
B”, our special agent uncovering Southam’s secrets and
helping us to firm up on a refreshed marketing strategy to
maintain, ideally increase, footfall in the town centre.
Many thanks to the hundreds of people who responded to
her online questionnaire asking for inputs from residents.
These are now being analysed. Lady B has also visited a
number of the retailers for their feedback and conducted a
“Customer Journey” survey that looks at Southam through
a visitor’s eyes. This is likely to result in a shopping list of
things to do to spruce up some details in the town centre.

IMPROVING FOOTFALL
“Footfall” is the jargon for keeping things busy in
the town. To get more footfall we need to:
• Market the town as an interesting place to visit
• Host events that draw people in
• Ensure the town looks its best
• Have good access, signage and parking

• Make it easy for retail business to start up and
earn a living.

in a property that is affected by flooding and want to
be added to the Flood Alarm contact list, please get in
Did you know that there is a Flood Alarm system that touch with the Town Council. The alarm gives people
automatically sends you a text if the River Stowe rises time to get home, put up flood defences and be ready
to a level where there’s a risk of flooding? If you live
to move belongings etc. if it proves necessary.

FLOOD ALARM

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

NEW COMMUNITY HALL

The Southam Neighbourhood Plan continues its progress through the many stages of assessment.
Stratford District Council Planning department has
reviewed
Southam’s
submission
and
our
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party has agreed to
make some revisions to the text. Some of these
changes affect the Policies themselves and so will
require a re-approval of the full council. This means a
delay to the Plan becoming adopted but the team
feels that this will be worth the improvements that will
result and will provide an opportunity to include
proposals that may be appropriate arising from the
work going on regarding Town Centre footfall.

A new community hall is to be built on the new Flying
Fields development. There will be a main hall, meeting areas, a kitchen and reception. The new building
is funded by the developer as part of the
infrastructure settlement with the District Council.
The Town Council reached agreement with the
developer last month on the interior layout and the
new hall should be complete around the end of next
year.
The building will provide a community space for the
growing number of residents nearby and also be
available for general use.

HS2
At the time of writing, ahead
of the election, the government review of HS2 has not
officially reported. However
the companies involved have
not been told to stop work
and so we are publicising
plans they have now.
For the Southam area it
means that road closures for
the ducting work continue
with Welsh Road due to
reopen in December. Work
to build the main tunnel
compound is being done at
the same time to avoid
additional closures. For the final phase of duct laying, Bascote Road will close in January for up to six weeks.
Another compound will be sited on the Fosse Way where it crosses Long Itchington Road (see map). Starting
next spring, two roundabouts will be built nearby to accommodate construction traffic. HS2 contractors report
that they are minimising the need to move spoil by road although deliveries will have an impact. Detailed
traffic plans will be made public when County Highways has agreed them.

The Town Council is keen to ensure
new residents are welcomed and
form community ties quickly so next
year we say “Take Part in 2020”.

capacity limits or that they need more
helpers.

The idea is to promote engagement
with clubs and community groups
and advise on creating new ones.
There are about 50 non-profit groups
in Southam covering activities such
as sport, drama, youth, social,
handicraft, gardening, events, town matters and
worship. Most of these groups would welcome new
participants and those that can’t is usually due to

Below is a partial list of groups open
to new people. If you don’t see the
sort of activity you’re looking for, start
up your own group! The Town
Council will be happy to advise or put
you in touch with someone who can
help.
All of these groups were started by
people who at first didn’t know how to do it. So please
don’t feel excluded, go along, forget work, make
friends, learn new things and take part.

Some of Southam’s many community groups welcoming new members or helpers.
Contact the Town Council if you would like more details about any of these groups.

2028 Southam Squadron RAF Air Cadets Y, S, H

Southam Heritage Collection Y, S, H

Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Rangers, Y, S, H

Southam in Bloom S, H

Graham Adams Centre Baby & Toddler Group S,H

Southam Produce Association Y, H

Monday Lunch Club S, H

Southam PRoW Volunteers H

Paintpot S

Southam Quilters S

Rotary Club of Southam S

Southam Ramblers S, H

Southam 2000 Rotary S, H

Southam Repair Café S, H

Southam & District Lions Club S

Southam Rugby Club Y, S, H

Southam Book Festival Y, S, H

Southam Scouts, Cubs, Beavers Y, S, H

Southam Carnival Y, S, H

Southam Stitchers S

Southam Civic Ideas Forum S, H

Southam Volunteer Drivers H

Southam Cricket Club Y, S, H

Southam Youth Club Y, S, H

Southam Flower & Produce Show Y, S, H

The Grange Players Y, S, H

Southam Gardening Club S, H

Youth Table Tennis Club Y, H

Y: Youth Activities
S: Spaces available
H: Helpers wanted

RUBBISH FRIENDS
Rubbish Friends (Southam) was
started earlier this year by a small
group of like-minded people who
cared about our town and environment. We are all passionate about
recycling and keeping Southam
clear of rubbish for the benefit of
residents, visitors and wildlife.
We litter-pick areas of Southam on
a regular basis and have found that
this
brings
the
community
together. We have had lots of
support from the people of
Southam and our members enjoy
meeting up, getting fresh air and
exercise and making new friends
whilst making a visible difference to
our town.

A group of happy litter-pickers from earlier this year

We get lots of positive comments from people while we are litter picking and also on social media. We have
been fortunate in the financial support we have had from local and national businesses, organisations and the
Town Council which has enabled us to buy our own equipment.
Fran Howell
All of Southam is very appreciative of the efforts of our Rubbish Friends group—many thanks! - ed.

PARKING WITH CONSIDERATION

COUNCIL VACANCIES STILL REMAIN

Many thanks to the people who stop or park their
cars in Southam with care and without obstructing
paths or damaging grass verges.

Due to insufficient nominations for the local elections
in May, three vacancies remain on the Town Council.

However there have been more and more
complaints about poor or inconsiderate parking especially at hotspots such as cash machines,
takeaways, schools and some residential areas.
So here is your free guide to parking etiquette.

• Before you park or wait on a path, think

about how it may obstruct pedestrians,
pushchairs, mobility scooters etc.

• If parking at a particular spot is going to

obstruct emergency vehicles (or refuse collections) then please park somewhere else.

• And it doesn’t really help to park with just

half of the car on the footpath. Traffic still
has to pull out to pass, pedestrians are
obstructed and it doesn’t do the path much
good either.

• So please don’t park on the path.
• Or the verge.
We all lead busy lives and we all want to save time
but please, don’t forget to consider other people.

HEALTH NEEDS—ADD YOUR VOICE
The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) is a
project to gather data about current and future health
and wellbeing needs of the county to inform the
commissioning of health, wellbeing and social care
services. The JSNA aims to establish an evidencebased consensus on what the main local priorities are
for health and social care and will be used to develop
Warwickshire’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy, its
plans for the Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs)
and also transformation plans for the local health
economy.
Information is being gathered via an online survey
broken down by area. The Southam area’s survey is
open and will remain so until the end of February next
year. As wide a sample as possible is needed so if
you would like to participate in this information
gathering, please go to the link: http://gourl.gr/cbu1
and fill in the simple questionnaire.

If you would like to apply for one of the co-opted
places (you don’t necessarily have to live in the Mill
Hill ward where the vacancies are), please email
clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk
with
some
details about yourself and why you would like to be a
Town Councillor.
The Council considers applications at its monthly
meetings on the fourth Thursday of the month.

IS THIS SOMEONE ELSE’S NEWSLETTER?
If you are a resident of Southam and have not received a copy of this Newsletter through you letterbox
(inside the Express Advertiser) please let us know.
If you don’t have a letter box, you can pick up your
own copy at the Town Council office or from Southam
Library. It is also on the Council website.

HERITAGE CHRISTMAS CARD
Our banner picture this year is a detail from “The
Olde Mint, Southam”, a new painting by Pam
McConnell.
This listed stone
building in the
town’s
main
street dates from
the early 16th
Century. It was
used for the
minting of tokens
and the brewing
of ales and has
been a public
house for many years. Charles I reputedly used the
building to produce coins to pay his troops
during the English Civil War.
The picture shows a Royalist soldier delivering
‘looted’ silver to the Mint in the winter of 1644.

AND FINALLY...
In the season of family and goodwill, don’t forget
neighbours living alone. Why not drop in to say hello
or check if they are ok? It can make a big difference
to someone to know they are not invisible.
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