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MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2020
What a year.
Covid took us by surprise and affected us all: some losing loved ones, others their
livelihood and all of us having to endure increased anxiety, less fun and fewer
opportunities for social contact. Southam has not been untouched by the pandemic
but a good level of compliance with guidelines has minimised its impact so far. We
still lost all our main community events such as the carnival, French market, VE75
and Remembrance parade. There was also no Christmas market but at least the
festive lights shine on.
As an optimist I always look for positives and among the restrictions and r-numbers I found some.
It was heart-warming to see so many of us in Southam participating in the weekly applause for NHS and
other essential workers in the Spring. It seemed the least we could do to show our support and
appreciation.
There were the volunteers that mobilised in the blink of an eye and provided help to the most vulnerable
with shopping, prescriptions, dog-walking and even gardening.
There were the trails: Scarecrow, Halloween and now Christmas. What an ingenious way to bring the
community together without getting too close!
And there were the local businesses that found ways to adapt any way they could to provide essential
items during the lockdown with some having to endure long days on reopening wearing stifling PPE.
Please remember to shop local first.
Above all, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and let’s all have a Happy New Year.

THE MOP:
Thomas Jones Funfair brought a token ride to keep
the Charter intact. A few children from Beechwood
Nursery helped to keep this tradition alive and
enjoyed their ride. Below is Thomas Jones Jnr, the
Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Town Clerk and Thomas
Jones Snr. They look forward to returning next year.
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Sadly, there was no traditional community march
through the town and Church Service due to Covid
restrictions. However, the flag was raised and
wreaths laid at the War Memorial, the roll of honour
read and two minutes’ silence included in a prerecorded service. On Sunday 8 November, the two
minutes’ silence was marked by St James Church
Bells.
We look forward to the traditional service next year!

See back page for latest
information on how to
contact the Town Council

Southam Halloween Trail
The committee is pleased to report that the
Halloween Trail did very well with over 80
houses taking part and many businesses. It
was also well supported on the evening with
lots of families walking around the town viewing
and voting on the amazing decorations—the
children did very well for
treats as many houses had
left containers with packets
of sweets.
The winners were:
Suzanne Evetts Florist
Spooky Business Window
Kirsty Hadley Thriller Window
Caroline King Best Pumpkin
Iwona Wilson Haunted Garden Winner.
The Money collected from the entries and the
raffle was £603.00, divided between Southam
Lions and Southam Christmas Lights.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON
With Covid restrictions, this year the Switch On
was regretfully not a public occasion. The lights
were switched on during the weekend of 28/29
November by the Mayor, a Christmas Lights rep
and Freddie Quigg, aged 5, who made 100s of
NHS rainbows for the town during lockdown.
We look forward to 2021 when we can resume our
traditions.
Enjoy the lights!

SANTA CLAUS
With all the disappointment surrounding
cancelled events and these challenging
times, SANTA CLAUS will only be riding
through the town this year.
Please look out for him in your area!

CENSUS—MARCH 2021
Households across England and Wales will soon be asked
to take part in a once-in-a-decade survey of housing and
population.
Census2021, run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS), aims to give the most accurate estimate
of people and households. The information will help decide how everyone from local authorities to
charities spend funds and put services in place. This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries,
housing or new bus routes.
The census has been carried out every ten years since 1801 with the exception of 1941 due to the
Second World War.
Early in the new year, households will receive a letter about the census with a unique access allowing
them to complete the questionnaire online on their computers, phones or tablets. Paper questionnaires are available on request. Census day is March 21 but households with access codes can take
part from early March.
The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, household size and
ethnicity. And for the first time, there will be a question asking people whether they have served in the
armed forces, as well voluntary questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and
gender identity.
Results will be available within 12 months although all personal records and any detail that would
identify an individual will be locked away for 100 years and kept safe for future generations.
For more information visit: census.gov.uk

VOLUNTEER TRANPORT UPDATE
Unfortunately, the Town Council had to temporarily suspend this vital service again during November due
to the second Covid-19 lockdown. However, it is hoped to resume again from Monday 7 December.
We could still do with some new drivers—if you are interested, please contact Southam Town Council for
an informal chat (no obligation). If driving is not for you, then maybe you could consider joining our office
staff team (2hrs once a week, once a fortnight or once a month, whatever you prefer). Why not pop along
to the office to see how things work.
Whichever option is of interest to you, we guarantee that you will not be disappointed!

UBUS Community Transport
Service
If you need to make an essential
journey during lockdown 2.0
UBUS can help. You are eligible
if it is difficult for you to use
public transport due to mobility
issues OR if you live in an area
with little or no public transport.
Concessionary passes are valid
for travel; fares on the service
are £4 single and £6 return. For
information or to register, please
call 01789 264491.
NB: Face coverings must be
worn unless exempt.

HELPING YOU TO CARE
If you provide unpaid emotional
and/or physical care and
support to a family member or
friend, there is support
available for your own health
and wellbeing.
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
carers
01926 410410
SOUTHAM UNITED CHARITIES
Things are not always what they seem and people can be suffering hardship without making an outward fuss. If you are in or know of a family
living in Southam that is so short of money that there is genuine difficulty
affording enough food, some help may be available. Southam United
Charity has an ancient charter to help those living under severe hardship
within the Southam parish boundary. Assistance is usually in the form of
food tokens and, in the summer, the charity accepts application for
grants to help those starting further education. More details can be
obtained by writing to Mary Rouse, Clerk to Southam United Charity,
Olympus House, Olympus Avenue, Leamington Spa CV34 6BF
Alternatively, contact Clerk at Southam Town Council Tel: 01926
814004 or email: clerk@southamcouncil-wars.gov.uk

Tree of Light
Southam Rotary extends an invitation to all to own a light on its
Tree of Light on Coventry Street this Christmas in memory of
someone or some cause dear to you. All the money raised will be
donated to Acorns Children’s Hospice charity.
Donation forms are available from Southam Carpets, Acorns
Hospice Shop, Jacqueline’s Florist or by calling 811028. Sealed
envelopes marked “Rotary Tree of Light” may be handed in at
Jacqueline’s Florist, Acorns Hospice Shop, Southam Carpets
and Southam Library (subject to lockdown rules).

Adults: 02476 632972 (opt 2)
Under 18s: 024 7621 7740
Parent carers: 01926 410410

STRATFORD DISTRICT
CHILDREN & FAMILY
CENTRE
You may have seen the
timetable on Facebook for
sessions at centres or online.
Centres are in Stratford,
Alcester and Lighthorne
Heath, but did you know that
there are also sessions in
Southam.
Find out more on Facebook
Messenger, Email:
susan.proctor@barnardos.
org.uk or 01926 691105

3 NEW TOWN COUNCILLORS
The Town Council is pleased to welcome 3 new members, co-opted to fill three of the four vacancies
remaining.
Name: John CARSON
Ward: Brownsbridge
Email: jcarson
@southamcouncilwarks.gov.uk
Phone: 07889616825

Councillor Carson is relatively new to Southam,
being here for almost 8 years. He is married with 2
children and 4 grandchildren. He is confident that his
skills and experience gained from industry, the
military and running a business will enable him to be
an active member of the Town Council.

Councillor Mullen has been living with his family in
Southam since 2013 and is returning following a
previous term on the council.

Name:

Nicola GRIFFIN-TAYLOR

Ward:

Mill Hill

Email:

ngriffin-taylor
@southamcouncilwarks.gov.uk

Phone:

01926 814455

Name:

Karl MULLEN

Ward:

Mill Hill

Email:

kmullen
@southamcouncilwarks.gov.uk

Phone:

07717837382

Councillor Griffin-Taylor has been living with her
family in Southam since 1996. She currently
manages a children’s day nursery in Long
Itchington and is the founder of the Southam Shoe
Box Appeal. With ‘fingers in many pies’, she is
looking forward to contributing to the life of the
town.

ONE COUNCIL VACANCY REMAINING
The Town Council has one vacancy remaining.
Alongside the Town Council’s core responsibilities (representing residents’
interests, grass cutting, play area development and considering planning
applications, as well as key proposals such as the current one for Aldi) it
leads a number of its own initiatives including Community Transport, Town
Centre Footfall, HS2 Liaison, Dementia Friendly Community, Neighbourhood
Plan, Public Rights of Way, Grange Hall Management—members are also
involved in many more external bodies.
If you would like to apply for this last place (you don’t necessarily have to live
in the Mill Hill ward where the vacancy is), please email
clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk with some details about yourself and
why you would like to be a Town Councillor.
The Council considers applications at its monthly meetings on the fourth
Thursday of each month.

INTERESTED IN TOWN
COUNCIL MATTERS?
Have you joined our
email mailing list to be
kept informed regularly of
what is going on. Under
GDPR guidelines, your
email address will be
used solely for STC
information and
membership will be for a
year only. If you wish to
join, then contact the
Deputy Clerk—
deputy@southamcouncilwarks.gov.uk

SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MAYOR: Councillor Graham Foster
TOWN CLERK: Mrs D Carro

COVID-19 MEANS THAT THE COUNCIL OFFICE IS STILL CLOSED TO VISITORS.
PLEASE USE EITHER PHONE OR EMAIL TO CONTACT THE TOWN COUNCIL OR
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS

(Tel: 01926 814004) email: clerk@southamcouncil-warks.gov.uk
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